
Qalandia
Introduction
The village of Qalandia has been absent from our consciousness, as most of us associate the
name Qalandia with the eponymous checkpoint and refugee camp, situated on the way
between Jerusalem and Ramallah. Few of us know about the village of Qalandia, or Qalandia
al-Balad as it is called in order to differentiate it from the camp. Lack of knowledge of this
village stems in part from isolation policies embodied by the construction of the Annexation
and Expansion Wall, which has isolated this village outside the boundaries of occupied
Jerusalem. Reaching Qalandia from Beit Hanina, for example, now entails a 45-minute commute
instead of the few minutes it had once required.

The village is grouped among the villages of northwestern Jerusalem and can be reached today
by crossing the al-Jib military checkpoint, Bir Nabala and al-Jdeirah. Alternatively, one could
traverse the Qalandia checkpoint into Ramallah, then cross the Masyoun neighborhood and
Rafat into Qalandia. It is a quiet village that still preserves its rural character to some degree.



Location and Area
The village of Qalandia is located 11 km north of the Old City of occupied Jerusalem and sits at
an altitude of 758 meters above sea level. With an original land area of   3,940 donums, it is one
of Jerusalem’s smaller villages. Qalandia is bordered from the east by al-Ram and Kufr Aqab,1

from the south by al-Jdeirah and Bir Nabala, and from the west by Rafat and al-Jdeirah.

Land Divisions in Qalandia

The lands of the village are divided along 3 administrative classifications. At approximately
3,200 dunums, Area C of West Bank land (in accordance with the Oslo Agreement) is the largest  .
Area B constitutes an area of   about 66 dunums, which mostly include the old village and its2

cemetery. In addition to these two classifications, parts of Qalandia fall within the jurisdiction
of the Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem; these lands are situated on either side of the
Annexation and Expansion Wall, but most are located on the "Israeli” side of the wall, which is
what is known today as the Airport or Eastern Neighborhood.

Origin and History
The distant history of Qalandia dates to the Byzantine era and, more recently, the Islamic
conquest. According to Nasser al-Din Abu Khdeir, it is believed that the name Qalandia is of
Kurdish origin, attributed to the presence of Kurdish tribes and leaders among the armies of
the Islamic Salahi conquest. Upon scrutiny, however, this speculation is undermined by the
existence of the name Qalandia prior to the Crusader era. Abu Khdeir also posits the possibility
that the name was in fact Latin (Kalendie) and remained associated with the place during the
Crusader period.3

Population
144 people lived in Qalandia in 1922, and by 1945, their number had reached about 190. The4

number of inhabited houses was 25 in the early 1930s.5

5 Mills, E. Census of Palestine 1931. Population of villages, towns and administrative areas. P. 42.
4 See note 1.

3 Abu Khdeir, Nasser al-Din. “Names of the Villages surrounding Jerusalem - A Semantic Linguistic Study”, published in the Journal
of the Association of Arab Universities for Literature. It was also published on Bab El-Wad on June 12, 2016.
http://www.babelwad.com/ar/jerusalem-villages-names

2 Applied Research Institute – Jerusalem (ARIJ). “Qalandiya Village Guide,” 2012. Qalandiya Village Profile
1 Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad. Our Homeland Palestine, “Qalandia.” القدسقضاءقلندیھ - Qalandiya ( الذاكرةفيفلسطین-קלנדיה)

http://www.babelwad.com/ar/jerusalem-villages-names
http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/pdfs/vprofile/Qalandiya_EN.pdf
http://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Qalandiya_1473/ar/index.html


Population figures in the village have not seen a significant rise since the Nakba, with only
about 1,100 Palestinians living in Qalandia today. The construction of the Annexation and6

Expansion Wall and the installation of the Qalandia military checkpoint, in addition to the
Israeli military operations that were conducted near the village during the second Intifada,
contributed to the displacement of a number of its residents, who sought residence outside the
village. Further, there have been waves of emigration abroad since the occupation of the village
in 1967.

The villagers of Qalandia descend from several clans, which branch out into various families:
the Awadallah clan (the al-Haqqiya, Ibrahim, al-Kishi, Saada, and al-Masri families); the Hussein
clan (the Mustafa, Amin, Musbah, and Abu Ras families); and the al-Hamdi clan (the
Abdul-Hamid, Hamza and Abdul-Aziz families). Also, the Hamad and Hamdan families originate
from the villages of Lifta and al-Joura, respectively, both uprooted in 1948.7

Social and Economic Context
In the past, the families of Qalandia lived in what is known as the old village or al-Ahwash
(plural of hoash ), where the village was originally founded.8 9

The old village includes the old Qalandia Mosque and a square for the villagers’ social
gatherings, in addition to al-Ahwash, where each hoash included the homes of a specific family.
Among the prominent ahwash on the southern side of the old village is the Hoash al-Haqiya
neighborhood, which is distinguished by its ancient Palestinian architecture. It is constructed in
the form of a three-story residential complex built at different stages, and it overlooks the main
street that connects the northwestern Jerusalem villages to the city of Ramallah.10

Historically, agriculture, including livestock, were the backbone of economic life in the village of
Qalandia, especially rain-fed agriculture, such as wheat and barley cultivation, which met the

10 Riwaq Center worked on the restoration of Hoash al-Haqiya and its conversion into a library and a center for resources, seminars
and workshops, as well as the headquarters of cultural institutions.

9 In 2018, The Riwaq Center for Architectural Conservation completed the process of excavating and restoring these ahwash, which
are open to visitors as an example of traditional architecture among the fallahin of Palestine.

8 Hoash (plural ahwash): A traditional residential arrangement whereby a group of homes, usually belonging to the same extended
family, are built in proximity to one another on a shared plot of land. Hoash may also mean “courtyard.”

7 Awadallah, Mahmoud. “Qalandia Between Past and Present,” Palestine Remembered, to view: محموداعدادـوالحاضرالماضيبینقلندیاقریة
الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدسقضاء(קלנדיה)قلندیھ-هللاعوض

6 According to the villagers’ 2018 estimates.

https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Qalandiya_1473/Article_12729.html
https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Qalandiya_1473/Article_12729.html


subsistence needs of the people and their livestock. Agriculture has since declined due to the
avaricious colonial encroachment over village land, a factor which will be detailed below.

Education
There were no schools in Qalandia until the 1950s. Prior to that, education, as in many other
Palestinian villages, was attained in kuttabs. In the 1950s, the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) established a school for boys and another for girls. In
1966–1967, the boys' school included 17 teachers and 607 students from Qalandia and
neighboring villages and taught up to the middle-school level. During the same period, the
girls’ school included 495 students, taught by 16 teachers.11

Today, there is only one school in the village, established in the early 1990s and run by the
Palestinian Authority: the Qalandia Co-ed Elementary School. The children of the village resort12

to nearby villages (al-Jib and Bir Nabala in particular) for their middle- and high school
education.13

Landmarks
Qalandia International Airport

In Palestinian memory, Qalandia is associated with being home to Jerusalem International
Airport, or Qalandia Airport as it is often referred to. The airport was established by the British
colonial authorities in 1920 on 1,100 donums as the first airport in Palestine. It remained in use
for military and official purposes until 1936, when it was opened for commercial aviation.

The airport remained operational after the Nakba, when it fell under the supervision of the
Jordanian authorities. Royal Jordanian Airlines and Middle East Airlines (Air Liban) operated
daily flights from the airport. The Jordanian authorities expanded the airport with new buildings
and a meteorological center, in addition to postal and customs facilities.14

14 See note 1.
13 According Badi Mustafa Hussein, a resident of the village of Qalandia, in an interview conducted on July 23, 2019.
12 See note 2
11 See note 1.



In the early 1950s, the Jordanian authorities demolished part of Atarot colony — which had
been partially destroyed during the 1948 War — for the purpose of expanding the airport.15

Badi Mustafa Hussein (born in 1943), a Qalandia native, notes that the airport was essentially a
recreational area for the people of the village, especially children, where they enjoyed watching
the planes and travelers. The period of Jordanian rule (1949–1967) saw some Palestinian and16

Arab urban expansion in the vicinity of the airport, especially in what is known today as the
Airport or Eastern neighborhood. It includes seven homes built by Arab tourists, most of them
from Kuwait, who would spend their summer holidays in Jerusalem during that period. One
Kuwaiti built a mosque in the area, known today as the Airport Mosque; further details will be
provided below.

After the 1967 war, the Occupation authorities expanded the Jerusalem Municipality boundaries
northwards to the borders of Ramallah and al-Bireh, including the Qalandia Airport. The17

airport fell under Israeli control and became known as Atarot Airport, renamed after the
adjacent colony that had been established prior to the Nakba. The Zionists reopened it in
January 1969 in the hopes of converting it into an international airport for their "capital." This
project did not succeed entirely, however, as international airlines mostly refused to fly to the
airport since it was situated within the territories occupied in 1967. It was eventually used for
domestic aviation, with flights operated by Israeli companies El Al and Arikea.

Reflecting on Jerusalemites’ relation to the airport, writer Jamil al-Salhout notes in his memoirs
that sheep once grazed at Qalandia Airport. He recalls, “One Thursday afternoon in the 1950s,
when I was in eighth grade, I went to our fields near the southern side of the Jerusalem Airport
- Qalandia . Shepherds had cut the barbed wire surrounding the airport; they would cut the
wire where it met the iron posts onto which it was secured and lift the wire to let their sheep
in by night through the opening so they could graze on the grass at the airport. They would
then leave from where they entered a few hours later. My Brother Taha and I accompanied a
shepherd and helped him raise the barbed wire for his sheep to enter and graze at the airport.
We liked the idea, so we followed the sheep, only to find several other flocks inside. After about
an hour had passed, an airport police patrol arrived; some managed to escape, including our

17 ibid.
16 According to Badi Mustafa Hussein, a resident of Qalandia, in an interview conducted on July 23, 2019.

15 Odetallah, Khaled. “Atarot Colony: 100 Years of Conflict, from Yinkel to Rami Levy.” Bab el-Wad, April 15, 2019.
https://www.babelwad.com/ar/Atarot-Rami-Levi-100-Years-Of-Conflict
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shepherd, who hid in a drainage ditch. They arrested four of us, and under the blows of their
batons, we were led to the police station in the airport building, where they beat us without
mercy.”18

Al-Salhout adds that he would later read foreign newspaper reports stating that airlines had
complained about livestock droppings getting stuck onto their airplane tires as they landed at
Jerusalem airport. In an article titled “In Search of Jerusalem Airport,” published in the19

Jerusalem Quarterly, the author documents the recollections of Abu Jamil, a bookstore owner
who used to travel via Jerusalem International Airport to Cairo and Beirut more than once a
week to procure books for his store. The writer, a resident of Ramallah today, notes that
Palestinian citizens who want to travel are forced to go to Jordan and to fly via Queen Alia
Airport, adding how difficult it is to believe that the gateway to the world had once been merely
five minutes from home.20

The airport ceased operation in October 2000 after the outbreak of the second Intifada, and
large parts of it were converted into a military camp for the Occupation army.

20 Awwad, Nahed. “In Search of Jerusalem Airport.” The Jerusalem Quarterly, Issue Seven, Spring–Summer 2009, p. 37.
19 Ibid, p.104.
18 Al-Salhout, Jamil. Thorns of the Wild - My Childhood. Library of Everything, 2018, p.102.



The Airport Mosque

The Airport Mosque is located to the east of the village in an area now under the control of the
Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem. It was originally named the Kuwaiti Mosque, after the
Kuwaiti national Muhammad al-Nasser al-Hajiri, who financed and supervised its construction
in 1966. For that purpose, al-Hajiri commissioned the best engineers and contractors to ensure
that the mosque would be beautifully built, especially as it would serve travelers through the
nearby Jerusalem airport. During that period, (1950s and 1960s under Jordanian rule in
Jerusalem), Arab tourists arrived in the city via Jerusalem (Qalandia) Airport, and among them
were Kuwaiti nationals, who built homes for themselves in the village near the airport.



Buthaina al-Tirhi, whose husband Sheikh Kamel al-Qadi was the mosque imam for decades
(from the late-20th century to the early-2000s), recalls that the Zionists targeted the mosque and
its surroundings on several occasions, but the people of the village were able to restore and
rebuild it under the supervision of the Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem.21

History of Resistance
In the winter of 1917, British colonial forces occupied the village of Qalandia, having approached
from the direction of al-Jib following fierce battles with the Ottoman army in al-Nabi Samwil.
With the British occupation of Palestine, the winds began to blow in favor of the Zionists,
heralding an opportunity for them to rebuild their colonial outpost in Qalandia. This outpost,
Atarot colony, had been established in 1910, only to be evacuated in 1914 due to confrontations

21 Awadallah, Mahmoud. “The Jerusalem Airport Mosque ... Waiting for the Passengers.” Al-Quds newspaper, published on May 14,
2018. http://www.alquds.com/articles/1523775507611360300
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with the people of the village. With the arrival of British colonial rule, the Zionists found
conditions that were amenable to their return to Qalandia. They undertook the task of restoring
the orchards they had previously planted to establish their presence on the land and confront
the "encroachment'' of the fallahin onto the colony. This time around, they stressed the need to
build good neighborly relations and coexistence with the fallahin of the surrounding villages, so
as to maintain the security of the isolated colony, and to exploit these relations in order to
expand the colony to   1,000–1,500 donums, focusing this expansion along the Jerusalem-Nablus
Road, so as to cut Jerusalem off from its northern reaches.22

The fate of this colony, however, would be evacuation once more in 1948. On March 7, 1948,
Al-Difa newspaper reported that on the night of March 6, a group of Jewish colonists from
Atarot had carried out an unsuccessful attack on the village of Qalandia, in which a large
number of colonists from the colony of Neve Yaqoub, among others, participated. “They began
their attack by launching mortar shells towards the village houses, but the shells fell far from
the inhabited homes. The National Guard met them with gunfire and hand grenades and
pushed them away from the village, continuing to chase them until they entered the colony,
which was guarded by British soldiers. The National Guard did not want to enter the colony for
fear of clashing with the airmen residing there.” The airmen sounded the sirens in Atarot and
asked that residents remain in their homes. Refusing to comply with the request, some
colonists headed to the Arab-owned nail factory on the Jerusalem-Ramallah Road near the
colony and tried to surround it on three sides. Their attempt failed when the factory guards met
them with gunfire.23

In the same context, Falastin newspaper published a news report on March 10, 1948 titled
“Atarot Colony at the Mercy of Resistance Fighter Fire… a campaign to Castigate the Colony that
Attacked the Village of Qalandia Days Ago.” The article detailed the successful reprisal campaign
undertaken by the resistance fighters. They surrounded the colony from several directions and
fired upon it all through the night, until conditions became unbearable for the colonists,
compelling them to summon help from the neighboring colonies. When the neighboring
colonists attempted to rescue Atarot, the resistance fighters engaged them and pushed them
back. The British soldiers stationed at Qalandia Airport sensed the Palestinians were
approaching the colony and targeted them with mortars. The fighters withdrew to avoid a clash

23 Al-Difa newspaper, accessed from the archive of Arab newspapers from Ottoman and Mandatory Palestine (INL):
https://bit.ly/2k1EC1y

22 Odetallah, Khaled. “Atarot Colony: 100 Years of Conflict from Yinkel to Rami Levy,” Bab el-Wad, 15 April 2019.
https://www.babelwad.com/ar/Atarot-Rami-Levi-100-Years-Of-Conflict
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with the soldiers. None of them were injured, and the number of casualties sustained by the
Jewish colonists is not known.24

Upon the British army’s withdrawal from Palestine on May 14, 1948, the inhabitants of Atarot
occupied Qalandia Airport and informed the Haganah leadership of the fact. In turn, the
colonists were ordered to abandon the colony and head to Neve Yaakov colony and join up
with the other colonists who had preceded them. They left Atarot, leaving behind their livestock,
vineyards and furniture, and planting mines at road intersections. Historian Aref al-Aref states
that he visited the colony the day after its evacuation, accompanied by the commander of the
Fourth Brigade, Ahmed Sidqi Bek al-Jundi. He witnessed as Palestinians destroyed the houses
there and looted their contents. The Haganah broadcast an appeal in Arabic, asking the Arabs
to have mercy on the elderly, women and children.25

On May 17, 1948, the Arab Salvation Army joined resistance fighters of al-Jihad al-Muqaddas
(Army of the Holy War) in their attack on Neve Yaakov and the previously-fallen Atarot, with
Iraqi lieutenant colonel Mahdi Saleh al-Ani taking charge of the battle. The Arab Army put on a
military show of force and stationed its soldiers in the hills adjacent to the two colonies, whose
residents were consequently led to believe that the Arab Army intended to occupy them,
compelling them to withdraw from Atarot to Neve Yaakov on May 14, as mentioned above.26

Colonization
The Occupation seized most of the land of the village of Qalandia through military orders. This
included land that had been confiscated to make way for a military camp for the Occupation
army near Qalandia airport in the past, land that was used for the construction of colonial
bypass roads like Route 443, in addition to the land on which the Industrial Atarot colony was
built south of Qalandia. There are three primary colonial manifestations in Qalanidia: colonies,
the Annexation and Expansion Wall, and the Qalandia military checkpoint.

Prior to the emergence of the Zionist colonial state, the Zionists had established a colonial
outpost on about 243 donums of Qalandia land in 1910, which would reach 700 donums by 1913,
according to Zionist sources. This outpost, whose area included parts of the villages of Bir

26 Al-Aref, Aref. “The Nakba and the Lost Paradise,” Institute for Palestine Studies, Beirut 2012, Part One, p. 432.
25 Al-Aref, Aref. “The Nakba and the Lost Paradise,” Institute for Palestine Studies, Beirut 2012, Part One, p. 408.
24 Falastin newspaper, from the Arab Newspapers Archive from Ottoman and Mandate Palestine (INL): https://bit.ly/2k1EC1y
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Nabala and al-Jdeirah, was initially called Qalandia Colony by the Zionists but would later be
named Atarot, as it is known today. Four years after the establishment of the outpost, the
colonists began demarcating its boundaries and cultivating its land. Confrontations ensued
between them and the rightful owners of the land, especially where the borders of the colony
overlapped with the lands of the Palestinian farmers.

During that period, colonist, founder of the Zionist labor party and third prime minister of the
Zionist entity Levi Eshkol noted in his journal: “Prior to my arrival in Qalandia, I had only known
the quiet, obedient Arab, who would carry us on his shoulders from boat to shore. But in Atarot
I met, for the first time, a hostile Arab who wields a cudgel and stone in his hands, looking for
the first opportunity to stick a knife in my back.”27

With the increase in the frequency of clashes, a decision was made in 1914 to evacuate the
colony. The Zionists resettled there after 1917, that is, after the British occupation of Jerusalem,
and they continued to live there until they were forced to abandon the colony once more
during the 1948 war. Following the 1967 war, the colony reemerged and took on a new form: the
Atarot Industrial Zone, as it is known today. The Zionist ambitions of establishing a residential
colony in the area have not ceased. In late 2019, the Israeli Ministry of Housing announced a
plan to establish a colony on 1,200 donums of the village’s land, “which includes between 6,900
and 9,000 housing units, in addition to 300,000 square meters of commercial centers and
45,000 square meters of ‘service zones,’ a hotel, cisterns and other facilities" on the lands of
Jerusalem (Qalandia) Airport that were confiscated from the village of Qalandia.28

The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The plans for the Annexation and Expansion Wall, which were first published by the Zionist
Ministry of Security in 2007 and have already been implemented, outlined how the Wall would
isolate the residential area of Qalandia from neighboring Palestinian towns and villages, and
from the Old City of occupied Jerusalem in particular, by surrounding it on all sides. The Wall
currently confines the village of Qalandia as a sealed ghetto, with Ramallah as its only possible
destination via a road on its northern edge.29

29 See note 2.

28 "A massive colonial project on the lands of Qalandia Airport," report published on Arab48, February 18, 2020.
https://bit.ly/2Bk152n

27 Odetallah, Khaled. “Atarot Colony: 100 Years of Conflict from Yinkel to Rami Levy.” Bab el-Wad, April 15, 2019.
https://www.babelwad.com/ar/Atarot-Rami-Levi-100-Years-Of-Conflict
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In 2006, the Occupation authorities constructed a part of the Wall, completely isolating the
village from Jerusalem. In 2012, they completed an additional part, confining Qalandia from the
east and further severing its ties to the city.30

The Wall extends for four kilometers over the village, cutting through agricultural land and open
areas. The Wall in Qalandia also isolates the village from the Qalandia refugee camp, about 1.5
km away, and villagers are forced to travel seven km to reach the camp. Moreover, the Wall has
constricted the space available for construction in the village.

The Matar neighborhood in eastern Qalandia was kept outside the Wall, in the area between
Jerusalem and the village. The village has thus been split on either side of the Wall.31

Qalandia Military Checkpoint

The Qalandia military checkpoint, established by the Occupation during the second Intifada
(begun in 2000), is one of the largest military checkpoints in Palestine. It is located south of32

Ramallah on Qalandia village land and on the eastern edge of the former airport runway,
blocking the main road between Ramallah and occupied Jerusalem. A teacher at the Industrial
High School, located near Atarot colony, Mahmoud Farroukh, notes that the land on which the
checkpoint was built had once been planted with grape vines and olive trees.33

The military checkpoint is flanked by buffer zones and barbed wire and now contains 27
electronic gates for pedestrians, in addition to 3 car lanes. It is essentially a tool used to
constrain Palestinians, as it further isolates Jerusalem and disrupts economic activity within it.
Every Palestinian who wishes to go to occupied Jerusalem from the central West Bank, or vise
versa, must traverse this checkpoint, where they are subjected to inspection and traversal may
take several hours. The checkpoint is also a major cause of traffic jams, which must be
accounted for by anyone who needs to cross it to or from Jerusalem.

33 According to Mahmoud Farroukh during an interview conducted on September 29, 2019.
32 “Qalandia checkpoint,”, Al-Jazeera Encyclopedia, published on November 13, 2014, for review: ومناطقمدن|قلندیاحاجز
31 ibid.

30 “Services Provided by the Jerusalem Municipality to the Palestinian Neighborhoods Beyond the Wall: Home Demolitions in
Qalandia,” B'Tselem Foundation, 14.11.2016, قلندیافيالبیوتھدمالجدار:وراءالفلسطینیةلألحیاءالقدسبلدیةتقّدمھاخدمات
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In early 2019, the checkpoint’s architecture and appearance were revamped. "Welcome" signs
were placed to add a sense of familiarity that is antithetical to the meaning of the place and
its actual existence: "Welcome to the Qalandiya Crossing" in Arabic, Hebrew and English. The
signs were placed in an effort to normalize the place, which to Palestinians is cognitively linked
to their oppression and harassment. Soothing music like that which could be heard in hotel
lobbies is played to manifest a sense of relaxation and make the checkpoint crosser feel as
though they were the recipient of services rather than a native citizen living under a foreign
occupation.

Today, Qalandia checkpoint is equipped with advanced systems, including cameras that
photograph the crossers, who must swipe their identity cards or magnetized entry permits at a
machine, which in turn determines whether or not the individual may pass. Although machines
have yet to completely substitute the Occupation soldiers, for reasons including that many
Jerusalemites do not carry magnetized identity cards, it is expected that over the next few34

years, machines will be a practical and complete alternative to the role of the Zionist soldiers.
They will decide whether or not to allow a Palestinian to cross as the soldiers covertly watch
from a distance.35

The electronic checkpoint gates scan biometric IDs and magnetized cards, which are issued by
the Israeli Ministry of Interior. The biometric IDs are issued by the Security Liaison centers in
the West Bank. The issuance of magnetized cards requires the applicant to submit fingerprints
and a photograph.36

Epilogue: The village today
The village of Qalandia today contends with the policy of home demolition, carried out by the
Israeli occupation authorities under the pretext of a lack of construction permits, or of
construction in proximity to the Annexation and Expansion Wall and the supposed "security

36 Rizkallah, Basil. “Colonial Technology: On “Smart” Occupation Checkpoints,” published on Hiber, December 3, 2019:
https://bit.ly/34YOlrG

35 al-Maslamani, Maliha. “Normalizing Qalandia Military Checkpoint: Music and Welcome!” Published on Third Bank, July 3, 2019:
https://bit.ly/2YwbK0c

34 Over the next few years, everyone will have a replacement for the regular cards.
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risk" that entails. The summer of 2016 witnessed what the villagers then called the "demolition
massacre," when the Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem, in one night, demolished 13 homes
that were newly-constructed or still under construction, under the pretext of "unauthorized
construction" or "building on confiscated land."

As mentioned above, Qalandia is a quiet, rural village with a low population density, where
economic activity is limited to a few small shops that serve the locals. Some villagers work in
neighboring colonies like Atarot, or as employees in the city of Ramallah.

In concluding this brief research on Qalandia, we must make mention of the Qalandia refugee
camp, located within the historical borders of the village. We will elaborate on the refugee camp
in a separate report.


