
Al-Qubeiba

Introduction
The village of Al-Qubeiba is situated at the beginning of a hill range that extends from
Jerusalem in the east, westwards to the Palestinian coast. Owing to the village’s strategic
location, invaders and liberators of Jerusalem have encamped there in order to overlook the
coastal plain to the west and to secure their supply lines by controlling the Jerusalem-Jaffa
Road, which crosses the village.

Al-Qubeiba is also associated with the appearance of Jesus Christ to two of his disciples after
his resurrection, which has imbued the village with religious significance, leading to the
presence of monasteries and churches and making the village a destination for Christian
pilgrims.



Location and Area
Al-Qubeiba is located 12 kilometers northwest of the Old City of Jerusalem, on a hilltop
overlooking the Palestinian Mediterranean coast. It is bordered from the north by Beit Ijza and
Beit Duqqu, from the south by Biddu, from the east by al-Jib, from the west by Beit Anan and
from the southwest by Qatanna. The village stretches over an area of 3,184 donums.1 2

Administrative Division

In accordance with the Oslo Agreement, 54% of village land was categorized as Area B, and 46%
as Area C.3

3 Institute of Applied Research - Jerusalem (ARIJ). “Al Qubeiba Village Profile.” Al Qubeiba Village Profile
2 Ibid.

1 Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad. Our Homeland, Palestine. On Palestine Remembered: القدسقضاءعقبكفر - Kafr 'Aqab ( فيفلسطین-עקב)כפר
الذاكرة
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Origin and History
Perhaps the name Qubeibah, a diminutive of “Qubba,” which means “dome,” derives from the
village’s dome-like presence, surrounded by four hilltops. Two other speculations as to the4

origin of the name relate to its architecture, which appears to have distinguished the village
historically. According to the first interpretation, its name was a distortion of the original
Crusader-period name “Parva Mahomeria,” meaning “the little mosque.” The second thesis links5

the name to the five original contiguous domed houses from which the modern village grew in
the 13th century. According to this interpretation, the village was named “al-Qibab” (“the domes”)
and eventually came to be known as Al-Qubeiba. Since it is speculated by some that6

Al-Qubeiba is the site of the Biblical village of Emmaus, the village is referred to as7

Al-Qubeiba-Emmaus (Imwas in Arabic), especially among Christians.

The founding of Al-Qubeiba dates to the Roman era, and its association with the Biblical village
of Emmaus is based on the measurement of distances that are mentioned in the New
Testament. Emmaus is mentioned to be 60 stadia away from the Old City of Jerusalem, the8

equivalent of about 11 kilometers, the distance between the Old City and Al-Qubeiba. Some
readings suggest it was mentioned to be 160 stadia away, about 30 kilometers, situating
Emmaus where the uprooted village of Imwas once stood in the Latrun salient. Other
speculations have emerged as to the location of the New Testament-era village, but the two
main theories place it at Al-Qubeiba-Emmaus or at Imwas of the Latrun area.9

While many Christian sects hold that Emmaus of the New Testament is in fact Imwas of the
Latrun area (northeast of the city of Ramleh), Catholics, for example, believe its location to be
Al-Qubeiba in northwestern Jerusalem. Excavations conducted by Franciscan monks in
Al-Qubeiba in the mid-19th century uncovered a basilica and a house believed to have belonged
to Saint Cleopas, evidence of Al-Qubeiba being the Biblical Emmaus.10

10 See note 1.

9 “Emmaus-Al-Qubeiba.” Custodia Terrae Sanctae. Franciscans serving the Holy Land. Accessed January 18, 2021. Emmaus - El
Qubeibeh.

8 Stadia: Sg. Stadion, an ancient Greek unit for measuring length, known in Arabic as “Ghalwa” and equivalent to 184.9 meters, a
quarter of a Roman mile. (translator) Smith, William. Essay. In New Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography, 1024–30. N.Y.:
Harper, 1869. 

7 See note 1.
6 Ibid.

5 Pringle, Denys, and Peter E. Leach. Essay. In The Churches of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem: a Corpus, 167. Cambridge:
Cambridge Univ. Press, 1998. 

4 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba Village Council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team
January 15, 2020. 
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According to Luke 24, after Jesus’ resurrection, he appeared before two of his disciples, Simon
and Cleopas as they returned from Jerusalem to Emmaus, though they did not recognize him at
first. As they approached the village, Jesus began to veer away from them as though he were
continuing further on, but they insisted that he stay with them until the break of dawn. When
they sat for supper, Jesus blessed the bread, broke it and handed them each a piece. That is
when the disciples recognized him to be Jesus, and he soon after disappeared.11

On the basis of this, Al-Qubeiba gained religious sanctity and became a destination for
Christians of various sects. In 1901, the Franciscan Basilica and Convent were built on the site
that is presumed to have been the home of the disciple Cleopas. In 1910, German Catholics12

built the Latin Monastery and the Salvatorian Sisters Convent, located in the south of the
village, along the historic road that leads to the Old City of Jerusalem.

Population
A popular account among the villagers is that the people of Al-Qubeiba descend from a
battalion that fought under Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in the 12th century and settled in the village.
It is said that one man from this battalion was buried in the village at what is referred to today
as the Shrine of Sheikh Abdullah.13

The population of Al-Qubeiba today is about 4,000 Palestinians, descendants of the following14

clans:

- The Hamada clan originates from Iraq and includes the Saadah, Esayyed, Makhtoub, Omar and
Maali families.

- The Zahran clan originates from Yemen.

- The Wahdan clan emigrated from the village of al-Walajah, south of Jerusalem, and settled in
Al-Qubeiba.

- The Ramadan clan originates from the neighboring village of Qatanna.

14 Ibid.

13 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba village council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team on
January 15, 2020. 

12 See note 9.
11 See note 1.



In addition to the monks and nuns who run the monasteries and convents in the village, other
families who do not descend from the village clans also reside in Al-Qubeiba, including the
Wakim family, which was expelled in 1948 from the uprooted village of Ein Karem, west of
Jerusalem, and settled in Al-Qubeiba to work in one of its monasteries.

Social and Economic Context
The social life of the people of Al-Qubeiba has historically revolved around agriculture in the
al-Zaytoun (olive) area, which gained its name from the Roman olive trees that had been
planted there, and which were uprooted by the residents and sold as firewood in the Old City.
The name of the area was kept, and agriculture there has since resumed.15

Like all Jerusalem village farmers, the people of Al-Qubeiba cultivated crops for the village’s
subsistence, including crops like wheat, barley and Palestine vetch, and fruits like plums, grapes
and almonds. To meet their water needs, the people of Al-Qubeiba availed of the Roman
cistern located on the southern side of the village and also dug wells at their homes.

Because the areas available for agriculture are limited, owing to the village’s hilly terrain, the
people of Al-Qubeiba owned fertile agricultural plots in Salbit, a planar village south of16

Ramleh, which they cultivated with various grains, fruits and vegetables.

In his book All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and Depopulated by Israel in
1948, Walid Khalidi writes: “Salbit stood on a hill of soft limestone on the western edge of the
Jerusalem-Hebron Mountains. Three km northwest of the village there was a secondary road
which linked Salbit to the al-Ramla-Jerusalem highway. Dirt roads also connected it to adjacent
villages. Its houses, made of mud and stone, were grouped around the village center, where the
mosque, marketplace, and elementary school were located. The school, built in 1947, had an
enrollment of forty-five students. All of the residents of Salbit were Muslims. The quality of the
grass in the region enabled them to raise livestock; they also worked in agriculture, growing
mainly rainfed grains. In 1944/45 a total of 3,066 dunums was allocated to cereals; 16 dunums
were irrigated or used for orchards. The village obtained its drinking water from a well.”17

17 Khalidi, Walid. All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and Depopulated by Israel in 1948. Washington, D.C.: Institute
for Palestine Studies, 2015. P 410.

16 Ibid.
15 Ibid.



On July 15, 1948, as part of the Zionist military campaign dubbed Operation Danny, the 2nd
Battalion of the Kiryati Brigade invaded the village of Salbit, across which the frontlines of the
Jordanian Arab Legion ran, and they occupied the village, uprooting its people and expelling
them to the village of Biddu.18

In 1951, having deprived the people of Salbit and Al-Qubeiba of their land, the Zionists
established the colony of Sha’alvim over the uprooted village of Salbit, which would serve as
farmland for foreign colonists.

Al-Qubeiba: Home of Brides and Grooms

Given that the village is spread across a wide area of Pine and Cypress forests, and due to its
pleasant summer weather, the village became a recreational destination. In the 1950s, a hotel
was built on the summit of al-Ras hill and was named Balad al-Ersan, which roughly translates19

to “the home of brides and grooms.” The hotel was surrounded with areas planted with pines
and cypresses, which served as a park for guests.

At the time, the village attracted many tourists and visitors, including King Hussein of Jordan,
who stayed at the hotel for three nights. The hotel was also a destination for newlyweds, who20

would spend a part of their honeymoon there to enjoy the serene landscape and captivating
view of the Palestinian coast.

The occupation of the village in 1967 led to the hotel being shut down and to its subsequent
conversion into a nursing home for elderly women. The village lost its moniker as the “home of
brides and grooms,” but it has kept a small park on the eastern side of the village that is visited
exclusively by the residents of neighboring villages.

20 Ibid.

19 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba village council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team on
January 15, 2020. 

18 Ibid.



Landmarks
Salah al-Din Mosque is located in the center of Al-Qubeiba and is the village’s only mosque.
Built over the site of the old village mosque and the Shrine of Sheikh Abdullah, it was
renovated in 2000 and again in 2015.21

The Franciscan Convent and Basilica of Saints Cleopas and Simon are run by the Franciscan22

friars and occupy an area of 36 donums. The basilica was rebuilt in 1900 over the remains of a
Crusader basilica, originally built in the 7th century AD and demolished during the Muslim
conquests. The basilica still contains its Crusader-era foundations.

Many ancient artifacts can be found in the area behind the church, most notably the
Roman-era road connecting Jerusalem and Lydd, as well as the remains of a Roman village,
comprised of houses, shops, wine and olive presses, wheat mills and a cemetery.

The Franciscan Convent also houses the Terra Sancta College of Theology.

22 See note 9.
21 Ibid.



The Roman Cistern is a Franciscan monastery facility that dates to the Roman era. It is about
one thousand square meters in area and five meters deep. Up until the 20th century, the cistern
was used to collect rainwater for agriculture and construction, but it is neglected today.

The Salvatorian Convent was built in 1910 and contains a clinic that is run by German nuns,
and which offers medical services to the people of the village. The clinic treated wounded
fighters in the wars of 1948 and 1967. A Jordanian officer named Khaled al-Sahn, used the
convent as a command center in 1948.23

The nursing home is located on the summit of al-Ras hill, a beautiful building that, as
mentioned above, had been a hotel during Jordanian rule, with the surrounding area serving as
a park for its guests. Upon the 1967 occupation, the hotel was shut down and converted into a

23 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba village council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team on
January 15, 2020. 



nursing home run by German nuns from the Salvatorian Sisters Convent, serving elderly women
from all over Palestine.

Al-Ras Hill (Ras Al-Salib, or “Head of the Cross”) is located in southwestern Al-Qubeiba,
overlooking the coastal plain from one side and the northwestern reaches of the Old City of
Jerusalem from the other. Due to its strategic location, a Crusader army base had been erected
on this hill. It also contains a number of caves that were used as bunkers and detention
facilities, in addition to a number of wells that supplied the village’s water needs in times of
siege.24

The Nursing School is located in the south of the village and is affiliated with the University of
Bethlehem’s Faculty of Nursing. Established in 2007, the school offers a bachelor’s degree
program and is operated in partnership with the nuns of the Salvatorian Sisters Convent,
whereby students acquire practical training at the clinic and nursing home run by the nuns.

A few khirbas (ancient village ruins) lie in the vicinity of Al-Qubeiba: Khirbat al-Kboush to the
west, Khirbat Khirbatani to the north and Khirbat al-Jadidah to the south.25

History of Resistance
Al-Thahr Hill was the main battleground in the village during the wars of 1948 and 1967.
Between April and May of 1948, the resistance fighters of Al-Qubeiba and neighboring villages
clashed with the Zionist forces that approached the village with the goal of destroying it, as
they had done with the neighboring villages of Beit Surik and Biddu. The advance was thwarted
by the resistance fighters, and the Zionist forces withdrew to the colony of Ma’ale HaHamisha,
west of Qatanna village.26

The resistance fighters of Al-Qubeiba also joined up with those of Beit Anan, Qatanna and Beit
Duqqu, and the Jordanian Arab Legion in the battle of Khirbat Umm al-Lahm on July 17, 1948,27

when a Zionist company from the Ma’ale HaHamisha colony advanced in order to occupy
Jordanian army positions in Al-Qubeiba and its neighboring villages and control the road

27 The oral narrative of Sidqi Amin Said, which concurs with the information noted here: https://bit.ly/2v1TkuE.

26 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba village council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team on
January 15, 2020.

25 See note 1.
24 Ibid.

https://bit.ly/2v1TkuE


between Ramallah and Latrun. The fighters of Al-Qubeiba split into two groups; one joined the
fighters in Khirbat Umm al-Lahm, and the other took position on a hilltop in Al-Qubeiba to
provide cover. The Palestinians emerged victorious in this battle and were able to eliminate
dozens of Zionist combatants and seize their weapons.

In the 1967 war, following the Zionist occupation of the Jordanian military camp on the summit
of Batn al-Sayyidah (Radar Hill), dozens of Jordanian soldiers withdrew to Al-Qubeiba and were
martyred on al-Sheikh hill as they battled their Zionist pursuers. When the battle had ended28

and the Zionist forces had withdrawn, the people of Al-Qubeiba and Biddu headed to the
battlefield and transported the fallen Jordanian martyrs to the Biddu village cemetery for burial.
29

Colonization
Zionist colonial presence in the village of Al-Qubeiba manifests in the Annexation and
Expansion Wall. In addition to the confiscation of village land for its construction in 2003, the
Wall is also a clear embodiment of the colonial policy of isolation and exclusion, as it has
isolated Al-Qubeiba and severed its people’s geographic link with the Old City of occupied
Jerusalem, their primary destination for trade, education, health services and employment.

Epilogue
Al-Qubeiba’s Bread Breaking Celebration

To celebrate the apparition of Christ in Al-Qubeiba-Emmaus, wherein he blessed and broke the
bread, the people of the village hold an annual celebration known as Eid Al-Fattah (bread
breaking celebration) on Easter Monday, welcoming many Christian visitors, especially from the
Ramallah area. The construction of the Annexation and Expansion Wall affected Catholic
pilgrims’ access to the village for several years, limiting their visits during this celebration. Over
the past four years, activity has been somewhat revived, but is now mostly limited to Christian
visitors from the Ramallah area, in addition to an uptick in overall foreign religious tourism,
benefitting the villagers and their economy.30

30 Hammoudah, Hassanein. Interview with Hassanein Hammoudah, president of Al-Qubeiba Village Council on April 29, 2018. 
29 Ibid.
28 Ibid.



The people of the village recall the customs of this celebration during the period of Jordanian
rule, when visitors would arrive from various Arab countries, including Jordan, Lebanon and
Syria, a reality that has been altered by the occupation. In recent years, the number of tourists31

who come to the village for the Easter celebrations has been estimated at 3,000 yearly visitors,32

in addition to a rising number of visitors for the Feast of Simon and Cleopas held on September
25.

32 Ibid.

31 Said, Sidqi Amin. Interview with the ex-president of Al-Qubeiba village council, Sidqi Amin Said (1939), by the Grassroots team on
January 15, 2020.


