
Battir
Introduction
South of occupied Jerusalem is Battir, a serene village known for its many orchards, rich history
and archaeological significance. It was once a formidable Roman stronghold that witnessed
pivotal battles. Despite the village’s association with Bethlehem today (as per post-occupation
administrative divisions), it remains a Jerusalem village that is historically linked to the
Jerusalem Governorate. Prior to the occupation, the interaction of the people of Battir had
mainly been with the city of Jerusalem, where they sold their crops and sought education and
health services. In other words, Jerusalem had once been the village’s socioeconomic hub.



Location and Area
Battir sits about eight kilometers south of Jerusalem. Al-Walajah borders it from the north,
al-Khader from the south, Al-Walajah and Beit Jala from the east, and Al-Qabu and Husan from
the west. Battir is about 8,000 donums in area.1

According to the West Bank administrative divisions dictated by the Oslo Agreement, 1,500
donums of Battir are categorized as Area C, and about 1,600 donums are Area B.2

Origin and History
According to Nasser al-Din Abu Khdeir, the name of the village may be an abbreviation of the
phrase beit tira or beit tiara, denoting a place where birds are bred or livestock dwells,
respectively. Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh refers to another common interpretation that links the3

name with the Phoenician root batar, which means “severed and cut.” Like most Palestinian
villages, Battir dates far back in history, with roots in the Canaanite and Roman eras.4

Population
The population of Battir today is about 5,000. The village community descends from eight5

major clans: al-Batma, al-Mashni, Owainah, al-Zghayyar, al-Bat-ha, Abu Nima, Muammar, and
Obeid Allah. Battir is one of the Bani Hasan villages in the Jerusalem area, those being the6

villages of al-Walajah, Sharafat, al-Malha, Beit Safafa, al-Jora, Lifta, Sataf and Khirbat al-Loz. It is
believed that the Bani Hasan subtribe arrived in the Levant during the Salah al-Din al-Ayubi
period, and part of the tribe settled in Palestine. Salah al-Din granted them large areas of land
on which they founded several villages in southern and western Jerusalem.7

Social and Economic Context
Historically, the people of Battir lived in traditional houses clustered in the old center of the
village. The village has since seen some residential expansion, taking its current form by the

7 “Tarikh Ashaer Bani Hasan” (The History of Bani Hasan Clan), published on Palestine Remembered. فيفلسطینحسن-بنيعشائرتاریخصوبا:
الذاكرة

6 Ibid.
5 During an interview with Hasan Taysir Muammar, a tour guide in Battir. Conducted on April 22, 2019.
4 “The Battir Village Guide,” Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), Jerusalem, published in 2012, دلیلبتیرقریة

3 Naser al-Din Abu Khdeir, “Names of Palestinian Villages of Jerusalem: Linguistics and Semantic Study”, Association of Arab
Universities Journal for Arts. Published on al-Bab on December 6, 2016. داللیةلغویةدراسةالقدس،قرىأسماء

2 “The Battir Village Guide,” Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), Jerusalem, published in 2012, دلیلبتیرقریة

1 Murad Mustafa al-Dabbagh, Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland), available online through “Hizma”, Palestine Remembered.
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https://www.palestineremembered.com/Jerusalem/Suba/Story12137.html
https://www.palestineremembered.com/Jerusalem/Suba/Story12137.html
http://vprofile.arij.org/bethlehem/ar/pdfs/VP/Battir_vp_ar.pdf
http://www.babelwad.com/ar/jerusalem-villages-names
http://vprofile.arij.org/bethlehem/ar/pdfs/VP/Battir_vp_ar.pdf
http://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Battir_839/ar/index.html


end of the 20th century. At the heart of the residential cluster within the old center of Battir is
the village courtyard, the primary communal space in which meetings, councils, and social
occasions were held.

Battir’s economy depended primarily on seasonal agriculture. In fact, it was once known as “the
vegetable basket of Jerusalem,” given its rich agricultural yield and its ability to sustain its
residents, farmers and their livestock. The villagers also built agricultural terraces on Battir’s
slopes to maximize their yield. Among its most well-known crops is a variety of slim, bright
purple eggplant known as al-Battiri. It is grown in large quantities from the end of June until
early September. In addition to agriculture, the villagers of Battir also worked in rock quarries.

In the 1950s, Battir witnessed a social awakening, embodied in the concept of al-ouna, or
mutual aid, that is, providing assistance and aid for the sake of the common good and without
the expectation of any return. Hasan Mustafa Muammar pioneered al-ouna and was dubbed8

the “pioneer of the rural awakening.”

Education

The first school established in the village was Battir Boys School, which in 1943, taught up to the
fifth-grade level. In 1950, the Battir School for Girls was founded by Hasan Mustafa, prior to9

which no education had been available for girls. The school was later affiliated to the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which continues to run the primary school today.10

There are also three schools administered by the Palestinian Authority: Battir High School for
Girls, Battir High School for Boys, and Hasan Mustafa Primary School for Boys.11

Landmarks
Battir is an ancient village with many historical and religious landmarks, some of which date to
the Canaanite and Roman eras.

11 The Battir Village Guide,” Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), Jerusalem, published in 2012. دلیلبتیرقریة

10 Nadia Hasan Mustafa, “al-Mahshad al-Thaqafi al-Tanmawi fi Thakirat al-’Alam wa al-Arab wa al-Filastiniyin wa ahali Battir” (The
Developmental Cultural Scene in the Memory of the World, the Arabs, the Palestinians, and the People of Battir), Hasan Mustafa
Cultural Center: 2016, 70.

9 See note 1.

8 Born in the village of Battir in 1915, Hassan Mustafa was educated at al-Rawda College in Jerusalem and graduated from the
American University in Cairo. Upon his return to Palestine, he worked in the Government Cooperative Department, and then as a
teacher at al-Rawda college. He co-founded al-Nahda college with the Palestinian educator and nationalist Khalil Sakakini. He then
moved to work for Near East Radio in Jaffa. He died in Battir in 1961.
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The Khirbahs (ruins)

Khirbat al-Yahudiya: According to the village community, the original name of the site is Khirbat
Battir. Located on the western side of the village, the site contains caves and rock-cut graves as
well as pillar bases and olive presses. Al-Dabbagh documents the site in his study of a battle
that took place there during the Roman era.

Khirbat Hamdan: located southwest of al-Yahudiya.

Khirbat Abu-Shuwan: located on the northeastern edge of the village.12

Shrines and Mosques

Maqam Abu-Yazid al-Bustami : This shrine is located north of Ein al-Balad spring. Al-Bustami13

was a prominent Sufi of the third Hijri century. There are many Bustami shrines across
Palestine, including the al-Bustamiya Zawiyah (Sufi monastery) in Jerusalem and another that
carries his name in the city of Ramla.

Maqam al-Sheikh Khattab: This shrine is dedicated to the man believed to be among the first
people to settle in Battir.14

As for mosques, Battir is home to four: Hamza, Fatima al-Zahra, al-Zawiyah, and Ein Jameh.

Natural Landmarks

Battir is famous for its many natural springs:15

Ein al-Balad is the most abundant spring in the village, near which the residents built their
houses. The spring is located by a valley at the middle of a massive rocky hill. In order to build
their homes and connecting roadways, and in order to gain access to the spring and haul water

15 Usama al-Isa, “‘Uyun Battir...Jinan” (The Springs of Battir: a Paradise), al-Haya Newspaper,
http://www.alhaya.ps/arch_page.php?nid=242852

14 “Maqamat Abu Yazi al-Bustami wa al-Sheikh Khattab”, (The Sanctuaries of Abu Yazid al-Bustami and Al-Sheikh Khattab), Enjoy
Bethlehem, خطابوالشیخالبسطاميزیدأبومقامات

13 Usama al-Isa, “man alathi Istahdafa al-Bustami” (Who Targeted al-Bustami), al-Riwaya, published on June 3, 2018: استھدفالذيمن
البسطامي؟

12 Mourad Mustafa al-Dabbagh, Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland), available online through “Hizma”, “Filastin fi al-Thakira”
accessed from: Battir - الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدس-بّتیر .
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on their animals’ backs, the villagers had to cut and split the rock using sharp tools.
Subsequently, many Battir villagers practiced the vocation of stone cutting.16

16 Nadia Hasan Mustafa, “al-Mahshad al-Thaqafi al-Tanmawi fi Thakirat al-’Alam wa al-Arab wa al-Filastiniyin wa ahali Battir” (The
Developmental Cultural Scene in the Memory of the World, the Arabs, the Palestinians, and the People of Battir), (Markiz Hasan
Mustafa al-Thaqafi, 2016), 16.



The spring water flows through channels, some of which date to the Roman era. In a later
period, a mid-sized aqueduct-fed pool was built to gather the spring water for irrigation. The17

villagers utilize a water measurement and portioning system, which they refer to as al-maadud
(the tally), and which is believed to have been developed in the village long ago. According to
the local community, the al-maadud system is employed to accurately measure water
quantities and ensure that the village families receive their fair share.18

Ein al-Jameh, the second most important spring in Battir, is located in the west of the village,
opposite al-Qabu Village (uprooted in 1948) in the lower reaches of Ein al-Jameh valley. It
overlooks Battir’s lands occupied in 1948 as well as the Jerusalem–Jaffa railway.

Other Springs in Battir: al-Fuwar, Abu Hareth, al-Imdan, al-Utra (or al-Qasir), Ibassin, and
Birdamuo Spring.

Battir is also home to some seasonal springs, or what the local community calls massaya or
nabbaah, which differ from springs in that they run dry seasonally, though it is still common for
people to refer to them as springs: al-Aqdeh, Darwish, al-Masri and al-Maruda, all of them at
the edge of the village, near al-Walajah.19

Modern Landmarks

Jerusalem–Jaffa Railway

Built in the late-19th century, the Jerusalem–Jaffa railway passed through Battir, the first village
at which the train would stop (Battir Station) en route from Jerusalem to Jaffa. The station no
longer exists today, and the railway, overseen by the Israeli occupation authorities, now runs
along the outer edge of the village, separated from it by a “security” fence, as Battir is located at
the periphery of the lands occupied in 1948.

19 During an interview with Hasan Taysir Muammar, a tour guide in Battir, conducted on April 22, 2019.

18 Usama al-Issa, “al-Ma’dud Nitham Battir al-Ma’i wa Amnaha al-Qawmi” (Al-Ma’dud: Battir’s Irrigation System and its National
Security), al-Riwaya, published on July 6, 2014. ( القوميوأمنھاالمائيبتیرنظامالمعدود) ..!!

17 Osama al-Issa, “Ouyoun Battir… Jinan” (The Springs of Battir), in al-Haya, http://www.alhaya.ps/arch_page.php?nid=242852
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Among the notable incidents associated with the railway was one that occurred in December
1965 when a young man called Badran Jamil Mshei’el from Shafa Amr was found in a state of20

coma at Battir Station and pronounced dead shortly after. According to a letter that he had left
his family, he had been planning on crossing to Jordan, having grown weary of his life in
occupied Palestine, where Palestinians were persecuted and oppressed under Israeli military
rule. Israeli newspapers at the time alleged that he had sustained severe head injuries while
attempting to jump off the train. The Hebrew newspapers exploited Badran’s tragedy and

20 Picture of Badran Jamil Msheiel’s Funeral: #بدرانالمرحومجنازةمنالصورةھذهشفاعمرو-االخرالمصدر ...

https://www.facebook.com/almsdr.net/posts/2383796621837984/


claimed that he had intended to flee to the East Bank of the Jordan River to relay information
to the “enemy,” and that he had been carrying military maps in his baggage.

Harat al-Sabaa Aramel (The Seven Widows Quarter)

In 1957, the local community restored a narrow alleyway between the old houses, known as
Hoash Dar al-Batma, in which women, including six widows, would work. Owing to the
popularity of the number seven in Arab culture, Hasan Mustafa jokingly suggested naming it
“the Seven Widows,” to include his own wife, Um Mazin, as a widow. The women were: Fatima
Abu Nima, Nafisa al-Shoaniyya, Khadija Abu Hassan, Tamam Mheisen and her daughter Aisha
Mahmoud, Fatima Hassan al-Harbuk and Um Mazin. These women revived the trees in the
alleyway and turned it into a garden.21

Battir Landscape Ecomuseum

Inaugurated in 2011, the Battir Landscape Ecomuseum defines its mission as being the
appreciation and preservation of the natural and cultural features of Palestine. Visitors to the
museum can discover the natural features of the village and surrounding areas, in addition to
taking trips and walks through the valleys that extend from the al-Makhrur area to Husan. They
can also visit the agricultural terraces (UNESCO world heritage site), the natural springs,
khirbahs and olive presses. Visitors are also acquainted with the traditional irrigation and water
management system (al-maadud) adopted in Battir.

In 2016, Maktabat al-Buthur al-Baladiya (Palestine Heirloom Seed Library) was added to the
museum. The project aims at preserving the seeds of many varieties of local Palestinian crops
that are being replaced with commercial varieties.22

History of Resistance
Like all other Palestinian villages, Battir actively resisted British colonial rule and the Zionist
movement. In 1937, during the Great Palestinian Revolt (1936–1939), two resistance fighters from
Battir carried out a military operation in which they killed two British occupation soldiers.
Consequently, British forces attacked the village, conducted a search and arrested all males

22 For more on Battir Landscape Ecomuseum: https://bit.ly/2YzrWzG

21 Nadia Hasan Mustafa, “al-Mahshad al-Thaqafi al-Tanmawi fi Thakirat al-’Alam wa al-Arab wa al-Filastiniyin wa ahali Battir” (The
Developmental Cultural Landscape in the Memory of the World, the Arabs, the Palestinians, and the People of Battir), Hasan
Mustafa Cultural Center: 2016, 80.
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over the age of 14.23

During the 1938 Battle of Bani Naim, Battir was among the villages that were surrounded as part
of a vast encirclement operation in which thousands of British military personnel with air
support took part, with the goal of eliminating Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini and his comrades in
al-Jihad al-Muqaddas (Army of the Holy War).24

The story of Hasan Mustafa, whom the Battir community credits for the protection of their
village in 1948 is a celebrated one. The narrative recalls how the village residents fled their
homes for safety on the eve of the 1948 war, particularly to Jordanian areas such as Amman,
al-Shuna, and Salt. In the meantime, Hasan Mustafa took care of the deserted houses and
illuminated them with lanterns by night so that the Zionists would assume that the village was
inhabited, thereby protecting it from an attack. Hasan Mustafa was the editor-in-chief of
al-Qafila magazine, which published in Jerusalem in the 1940s. The importance of the25

preservation of identity and of land were equally prominent in his writings as he notes in his
book Khatarat Rifiyya (Rural Musings): “Perhaps among the most basic manifestations of that
link between man and nature is the affirmation of man’s identity in relation to the land to
which he is attached” and that “one without land is one with no identity.”26

In the year following the Nakba, the Zionists occupied part of Battir in accordance with the
so-called Armistice Agreement signed in 1949 that included the division of an area in southern
Jerusalem between Arabs and Zionists. The occupied portion included Battir School as well as
the section through which the Jaffa-Jerusalem railway ran.27

In 1949, those who had left Battir during the Nakba returned. Upon their return, it is recalled
that the women of the village chanted and sang in praise of the people of Battir, their honor
and generosity.

27 Aref, al-Aref, The Palestinian Nakba and The Lost Paradise, (Beirut: Institute of Palestinian studies Volume II, 2012), 228.
26 Nadia Hasan Mustafa, daughter of Hasan Mustafa, published on her page: االستاذونادیةمصطفىحسنمركز ... - Nadia Hasan Mustafa .
25 From Jarayed (Arabic Newspapers from Ottoman and Mandated Palestine) accessed here: https://bit.ly/2YtjALu

24 Fi Khidam al Nidal al-Arabi al-Filastini” (In the Midst of the Arab Palestinian Struggle), Muthakarat al-Munadil Bahjat Abu
Ghabriyeh 1916-1949 (Diaries of Freedom Fighter Bahjat Abu Gharbiyeh 1916-1949), Institute for Palestine Studies: 1993, 122.

23 “Fi Khidam al Nidal al-Arabi al-Filastini” (In the Midst of the Arab Palestinian Struggle), Muthakarat al-Munadil Bahjat Abu
Ghabriyeh 1916-1949 (Diaries of Freedom Fighter Bahjat Abu Gharbiyeh 1916-1949), Institute for Palestine Studies: 1993, 105.
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The village remained under Jordanian rule until its occupation in the 1967 Naksa. That year did
not see major events in the village, as the villagers had sought refuge in nearby caves, returning
after the situation had settled.

In more recent history, Battir is noted in the archives of al-Ittihad newspaper in the context of
the first Intifada and the enforcement of a curfew there in 1988 after Israeli occupation forces
killed a 14-year-old Battiri boy named Nidal Abu Hassan.28

Colonization
The Annexation and Expansion Wall was a threat to Battir, as the initial plan had been for the
Wall to cut through its land, threatening its agricultural terraces. However, in June 2014, owing to
the efforts of the local community, Battir was added to UNESCO’s World Heritage and
Threatened Heritage Sites lists. Battir’s inclusion in these lists saved it from being fragmented29

by the Wall and prevented the isolation of thousands of donums of its land. An Israeli “security”
fence and military observation point have been erected as an alternative to the Annexation and
Expansion Wall in order to separate Battir from the Israeli-operated railway that leads to
Tel-Aviv.

No colonies have been built on Battir land. However, the history of colonization in its vicinity
dates back to 1950 when the Zionists built the Mevo Beitar colony west of Battir, on land that
belongs to the depopulated villages of al-Qabu and Husan. Route 375, a colonial bypass road
built mostly over land belonging to the neighboring village of al-Walajah, cuts through half a
kilometer of Battir.30

While the Annexation and Expansion Wall does not cut into Battir land, nor do any Occupation
military checkpoints stand at the village boundaries, Battir is not immune to the impact of
colonization projects. The Wall and Israeli military checkpoints prevent Battiris from selling
their produce in Jerusalem and other Palestinian cities as they had done for decades in the
past. Despite the abundance of Battir produce and its excellent quality, selling it remains one of

30 The Battir Village Guide, Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), Jerusalem, published in 2012. دلیلبتیرقریة
29 During an interview with Hasan Taysir Muammar, a tour guide in Battir, conducted on April 22, 2019.
28 From Jarayed (Arabic Newspapers from Ottoman and Mandate Palestine) accessed here: https://bit.ly/2MnvmTw.
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the major challenges faced by Battiri farmers. In an effort to overcome this challenge, the
farmers of Battir organize The Battir Eggplant Festival every year as an opportunity to market
and sell their produce.

Israeli “National Parks”

The Jewish National Fund declared Begin Park on a portion of land occupied in 1948 that is
adjacent to the railway and includes property from Battir, al-Walajah, Sharafat, and al-Malha
villages. Begin Park was named after former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and
occupies about 1,000 donums of stolen land.31

Epilogue
Prior to the 1967 occupation, Battir and its community’s official business, education and other
services had been under the jurisdiction of the Jerusalem Governorate. Following the
occupation and the subsequent divisions enforced by the 1993 Oslo Agreement signed by the
Occupation government and the Palestine Liberation Organization, Battir was annexed to the
Bethlehem Governorate and thus, its historical geographic links with Jerusalem and its villages
were severed.

Despite being isolated from occupied Jerusalem, Battir is a tourist destination for many
Jerusalemites as well as people living in West Bank cities. Most recently, the local community
created the Battir Trail, attracting tourists to explore the orchards of Battir and learn more
about its history and heritage.

Tourist facilities have also been developed to provide visitors with a unique experience. In
addition to the Battir Landscape Ecomuseum, the Battir Museum of Handcrafts features and
sells locally made items and souvenirs. There are also a number of cafes and restaurants,
including the Khirbat Battir Restaurant. Tourists can also spend the night at places such as the
Dar Abu Hasan Guest House, where they can have a traditional Palestinian experience.

31 “Begin Park” (in Hebrew), Laketlv, בגיןפארק | LakeTLV
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