
Beit Iksa
Introduction
Beit Iksa is a stark example of the Zionist policies of siege and isolation, which suffocate the
Old City of Jerusalem and sever it from its surroundings and rural contiguity. The village is no
more than nine kilometers away from the Old City, and its residents pine for the days in which1

they could reach Jerusalem in a few minutes via the bus line that began in their village and
passed through Beit Hanina on to the center of Jerusalem. All that remains of that proximity
and bus line today are memories and sorrow over the village’s present reality.

Beit Iksa sits 700 meters above sea level, with a beautiful and clear view of the most prominent2

sites in the eastern and western parts of Jerusalem. It is close and yet so distant, with military
checkpoints and the Annexation and Expansion Wall in the way.

From this unique vantage, famous sites in Jerusalem are visible: to the east, is al-Muttala
Hospital (Augusta Victoria) on Jabal al-Zaytoun (Mount of Olives), the surrounding churches,
Beit Hanina and Shuafat, and to the west and south, al-Qastal, Ein Karem and Deir Yassin.

2 Ibid.

1 Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad. Our Homeland, Palestine. Palestine Remembered, القدسقضاءإكسابیت - Bayt Iksa ( فيفلسطین-איכסא)בית
الذاكرة

http://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Bayt_Iksa_865/ar/index.html
http://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Bayt_Iksa_865/ar/index.html


Location and Area
The original area of the village was around 9,200 donums, bordering Beit Hanina to the east,3

Beit Surik and Biddu to the west, al-Nabi Samwil to the north, Lifta and Qalunia to the south.

According to the Oslo Agreement, the village lands were divided into areas A, B, and C. Over 90%
of the land, about 7,400 donums, was categorized as Area C, and about 600 donums as Area B.4

4 Institute of applied research – Jerusalem (Arij). “Beit Iksa Village Profile.” (Arij, Jerusalem, 2012): المحتویات 
3 Ibid, 104. This was confirmed by mayor Saadeh al-Khatib during our interview with him on April 17, 2018.

http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Beit%20Iksa_Vp_Ar.pdf


Origin and History
There are two narratives told among the people of the village regarding its name. The first links
Beit Iksa to the phrase “Bayt al-Kiswa” (“Home of Apparels”), maintaining that the village was
where Salah al-Din al-Ayubi and his army sought a supply of food and clothing.

The second narrative holds that in ancient times, a virtuous man by the name of Ksa arrived
from the Syrian city of al-Kiswa and settled in the village. He is said to have been renowned for
treating and healing people with herbs, and so the place was named after him.

Like most of Palestine, Beit Iksa is rooted in ancient history. Artefacts uncovered in the village
have been dated to the Hellenic and Roman eras. During the Crusader era, the village was
known by the name Jenanara.5

Population
The people of the village maintain that their lineage could be traced to the eminent Palestinian
ruler Daher al-Omar al-Zaydani (1689–1775) and that some of the village clans are descendants
of his offspring.6

The al-Zaydani clans of the village are Zayed, Liqyaniyah, Abd al-Wahhab and Isamil. The
Hamayel clan branches out into the al-Safi, al-Shaer, Abu Kharoufeh and al-Asmar families,
which originate from several other villages, including Tal al-Safi, Tal al-Shaer, Kufr Qaddum and
al-Janiya.7

Beit Iksa is home to 2,700 Palestinians, and when village natives residing outside the village8

are factored in, the figure is estimated at around 32,000. The population figures fluctuate as a9

function of Israeli policy, as most of Beit Iksa’s Israeli ID carriers left the village following its
isolation from the Old City of Jerusalem.

9 See note 7.
8 Interview with the head of the Beit Iksa Village Council Saadeh al-Khatib, April 17, 2018. 
7 Interview with the former head of the Beit Iksa Village Council Mohammad Naji Ziyad (born 1932), February 23, 2020. 
6 Source (3)

5 Clermont-Ganneau, Charles, Archaeological Researches in Palestine during the Years 1873-1874 1. (London: Palestine Exploration
Fund, 1899), 179



Social and Economic Context
Historically, economic activity in Beit Iksa centered on rainfed agriculture, especially the
cultivation of almond varieties and olives, both of them well-suited to the topography and soil.
Vineyards were also widespread in the village, with a seasonal crop of dozens of tons.

Many in Jerusalem’s northwestern villages owned fertile agricultural land elsewhere. The people
of Beit Iksa had theirs in the planar village of Kharruba, eight kilometers east of the city of10

Ramleh. They planted their plots with crops like corn, chickpeas, wheat and beans until the
area was occupied in 1948. According to oral history, most of those lands were owned by the
Abd al-Wahab, Liqyaniyah and Ismail families. The Zayed clan’s agricultural plots were in Ein
Turma, an area with such an abundance of water, it was said that one could “dig a meter and
find water.”11

Beit Iksa is famous for its abundance of water springs, including Ein Ulleiq (between Beit Iksa,
Beit Surik and Biddu), Ein Lozeh (the largest spring), the abundant Ein Turma, Ein Atallah, Ein
al-Sheikh and Ein Ismail. In addition to the natural springs, the people of Beit Iksa also dug
wells, like Bir al-Shamiyeh, which was shared among the village community but was later
replaced with a mosque; Bir al-Arqadeh, which belonged to the Ismail family; Bir al-Nabi
Laymoun of the Zayed family; Bir Tafouf of the Abd al-Wahab family; and Bir Issa of the Zayed
family. They are all located in the old village, where the first roots of Beit Iksa were planted. The
old village contains the main cemetery and houses that are over a century old. Families12

tended to reside there in a hoash arrangement, with every family having its own guesthouse.13

Oral history indicates that the first guesthouse established in the village belonged to the Ismail
family and was known as Alali Abd al-Qadir. When the village was invaded by Zionist forces in
1948, most of its houses and guesthouses were demolished.

Education
Beit Iksa was known for the importance it lent to education and the establishment of schools.
Its first school, built in 1934, was an elementary school until 1966–67, when it was expanded to
the middle school level.

13 Hoash (plural ahwash): A traditional residential arrangement whereby a group of homes, usually belonging to the same extended
family, are built in proximity to one another on a shared plot of land. Hoash may also mean “courtyard.”

12 Ibid.
11 Ibid.
10 Ibid.



According to the oral history, the first teachers in the Jerusalem Governorate were from Beit
Iksa, including the first teachers in the village, Mohammad Hussein Othman and Mohammad
Musa Ismail, who taught as early as the 1930s. According to statistics collected in 1956 by the14

Jordanian Ministry of Education regarding the development of education in the kingdom, the
village of Beit Iksa came in first place.15

Landmarks
Beit Iksa is home to many landmarks, each linked to its history, location and lush landscape.
Near Ein al-Sheikh Taym spring, there is a cave that was historically used by travelers to and
from Jerusalem as a rest stop. It also contains many Khirbahs (old village ruins), such as16

Khirbat al-Lozeh, Khribat Simrey and Khirbat Abu laymoun. Also, a group of historical houses
in the old village, one of which now serves as a children’s library, have recently been restored
under the supervision of Riwaq Centre for Architectural Conservation.

As for religious sites, the village is home to several maqams (shrines, sanctuaries or tombs)
dedicated to saints venerated by the villagers and renowned for their virtue and generosity.
People frequented the maqams on many occasions, bearing gifts and declaring the fulfillment
of oaths they had made. The maqams include:

Maqam al-Sheikh Hassan was located in the main village cemetery near an ancient olive tree; it
was demolished in 1948.17

Maqam al-Sheikh Mubarak was noted by Palestinian ethnographer Taufik Canaan as18

containing a taqa (niche) in the wall, wherein lamps are placed, and for being surrounded by a
low circular fence with a nearby hackberry tree.19

19 Ibid, 55.
18 Ibid, 27.

17 Canaan, Taufik, Mohammedan Saints and Sanctuaries in Palestine. (London: Reprinted from The Journal of the Palestine Oriental
Society), 11. 

16 See note 7.
15 al-Salhout, Jameel. Ashwak Al Barari - Tufulati. (Haifa: Kul Shee Library, 2018), 24.
14 See note 7.



Maqam al-Sheikh Taym is close to Maqam Abu Laymoun and had a small room nearby that was
used as a guestroom.20

Among the archaeological Khirbahs of Beit Iksa are Khirbat al-Burj, north of the village, and
Khirbat al-Lozeh in the west.21

There are two mosques in the village: Al-Shami Mosque, recently constructed over the Bir
al-Shami well; and al-Sheikh Taym Mosque, the oldest in Beit Iksa, located in the east of the
village and built over al-Sheikh Taym spring.

History of Resistance
Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, Beit Iksa took part in the resistance against British
colonization and the Zionist movement. Early in the 1948 Nakba, the village sheltered the
people of the uprooted villages of Lifta, Qalunia and Deir Yassin. When the homes of Lifta were
blown up, for example, the only possible escape for its people was north towards Beit Iksa, then
Ramallah.22

One of the accounts told of that period regards a girl who arrived in Beit Iksa after being
expelled from Deir Yassin. She remained silent for an entire day, and it was understood that the
Zionist forces had killed her family before her very eyes.23

In late April 1948, the Zionist Palmach forces attacked Beit Iksa and succeeded in taking it over
following a fierce battle with the villagers. During its occupation, the village endured sustained
Zionist assaults that included the demolition of over 80 homes, a mosque and the village
school. Oral history notes that family guesthouses were also destroyed in 1948, including those
of the Ismail, Jaber, Zayed and Hamayel families. Many martyrs fell, among them, a young man24

named Mohammad Hussein Liqyaniyeh, who was shot by enemy machine guns and killed in the
street. Some martyrs were killed by landmines, including Hussein Salem Zayed, Mohammad Ali
Zayed, Yousef Numan and Nassar Srour.

24 Ibid.
23 See note 7.

22 Abu Gharbieh, Bahjat. In the Midst of the Struggle: The Memoirs of Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, 1916-1949, 1st ed. (Beirut: Institute for
Palestine Studies, 1993), 238.

21 See note 1.
20 Ibid, 17.



One event recalled by Beit Iksa villagers who endured the Nakba was when some young
resistance fighters from the village killed a Zionist combatant, threw him on the ground for the
villagers to see, then buried him in the village.25

During the year-long occupation of the village, some of the villagers were expelled to
neighboring Beit Hanina, where they stayed for a few nights. It is said that they slept under the
olive trees of that village, whose residents encouraged the exiles to return to their homes.26

Others sought refuge in the village of Qalandia, some headed to the Old City of Jerusalem, and
a large number sought refuge in Jordan.

As part of the Armistice Agreement, Beit Iksa was handed over to Jordanian rule in 1949. Many
of its residents returned, especially those who had fled to Jordan. One individual among those
recalled: “In 1953, we were surprised by the Jordanian forces calling on Palestinians from Beit
Iksa to head to the buses and return to their village; the Israeli forces would withdraw, as per
the Armistice Agreement.”

He added: “Out of the total 1,800 who had left, 300 people actually returned to the village, and
we had to manage our lives in our mostly demolished homes — my own house included. We
really did return, and we have remained steadfast to this day.”27

The village fell under Israeli occupation in the war of 1967 after being air-bombed with
particular intensity, owing to its proximity to a military base in the neighboring village of
al-Nabi Samwil and another to the west of Beit Surik. During the bombing, its residents sought
refuge in many areas, including Ramallah, Deir Dibwan and Ein Sinya. They remained there for
nearly a week before returning to their village, but some were forced to leave for Jordan, where
they have remained to the present day.28

Colonization
Every colonial manifestation has been embodied in Beit Iksa since the onset of Zionist
colonization. They are categorized as follows:

28 Jamal, Jamal, “Beit Iksa Under Threat of Demolition, Split by Annexation and Expansion Wall and Railway.” (Addustour, April 12,
2012), https://bit.ly/2MqHRdz.

27 “Jerusalem: Haj Hassan Ghaith from Beit Iksa Still Living the Nakba.” (Al-Ayyam, May 16, 2016), یزالالإكسابیتمنغیثحسنالحاجالقدس:
النكبةیعیش .

26 Ibid.
25 Ibid.

https://bit.ly/2MqHRdz
https://www.al-ayyam.ps/ar_page.php?id=10f12e81y284241537Y10f12e81
https://www.al-ayyam.ps/ar_page.php?id=10f12e81y284241537Y10f12e81


Colonies

Since 1950, Beit Iksa has been plagued by colonies built on its lands. Mevaseret Zion colony
usurped dozens of donums of village land that had been occupied in 1948 and not handed over
to the Jordanian authorities as the Armistice Agreement had stipulated.29

Ramot colony (established in 1972) seized about 1,530 donums of an area called Ansarat in
eastern Beit Iksa, with only a valley separating the village from the colony today.30

The Har Shmuel neighborhood was established in 1996 as part of Giv’at Ze’ev colony
(established 1977). It seized about 15 donums from an area of the village called Hod Tubaish.

In 2010, the Zionist forces confiscated 50 additional donums for the construction of the
Jerusalem-Tel Aviv speed rail, first announced in 2008.31

31 “Trump Train Station Seizes the Lands of Beit Iksa.” (Al-Hadaf News, December 28, 2017), https://bit.ly/2VhnhRE.

30 B’Tselem, “Isolated: Israel cuts village of Beit Iksa off from East Jerusalem and the rest of the West Bank.” (B'Tselem.org, August 17,
2016), Isolated: Israel cuts village of Beit Iksa off from East Jerusalem and the rest of the West Bank

29 See note 7.

https://bit.ly/2VhnhRE
https://www.btselem.org/freedom_of_movement/20160817_isolation_of_beit_iksa


The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The Annexation and Expansion Wall surrounds the village of Beit Iksa in a manner that is
distinct from the other northwestern Jerusalem villages. The Wall isolates other villages of the
area from land and colonies that fall under direct Israeli control, serving as a barrier between
the Palestinian villages that lie in Palestinian Authority areas and colonies under Israeli control.
In Beit Surik, for example, the Wall separates the village from the colony of Har Adar. But in Beit
Iksa’s case, the Wall does not separate it from the neighboring colonies of Mevaseret Zion or
Ramot, but practically severs its geographic contiguity with the northwestern villages of
Jerusalem and separates it from Areas B and C of the Palestinian Authority.

Thus, to reach Beit Iksa from the village of Biddu, for example, one must contend with a military
checkpoint, despite both villages being in Palestinian Authority areas. This checkpoint is linked
to a nine kilometer stretch of the Wall, which is equipped with electronic surveillance and
practically severs Beit Iksa from all its Palestinian surroundings.



Coming from the other side, Beit Iksa is “open” to areas under direct Israeli control, and there is
no clear physical barrier between the village and nearby colonies. This unique predicament
suggests that the Occupation authorities opted to keep Beit Iksa on the “Israeli side” of the Wall
because of its geographic adjacence to Ramot colony and Highway 1, and because of their
interest in keeping village land that they have seized on that side of the Wall.32

This does not mean, however, that a person from Beit Iksa could easily reach the Old City of
occupied Jerusalem. Despite the Old City’s proximity and there being no wall, as such,
separating it from Beit Iksa, the route to get there is always crawling with Occupation forces and
surveillance cameras that monitor every movement.

Military Checkpoint

The Occupation authorities began erecting temporary military checkpoints on the outskirts of
Beit Iksa in 2008, until the Beit Iksa military checkpoint was established permanently in 2010,33 34

severing the village from its surroundings and geographic contiguity with the Old City and with
the rest of Jerusalem’s northwestern villages. The checkpoint has even disconnected the village
from the Ramallah area, which had been foisted upon Beit Iksa as its new regional hub
following the construction of the Wall. The presence of a checkpoint with such tight monitoring
and strict inspection hampers people’s daily lives, as they are forced to endure inspection and
interrogation processes on their way to and from work, school and university. This inspection
process is punctuated by long breaks that the Occupation soldiers take deliberately, not
because of a busy queue, but only to increase the waiting time, which can sometimes reach an
hour, and to instill the feeling of humiliation among the residents as part of Israeli policy to
drive Palestinians out.

The Occupation forces sometimes shut the checkpoint altogether and bar people from entering
or exiting their village. One instance of this occurred in 2018, when the Occupation forces
detained buses and vehicles arriving to the village and prohibited their entry.35

35 “The Occupation Isolates the Village of Beit Iksa in Jerusalem.” (Al Jazeera, February 25, 2018), https://bit.ly/35vSzrU.
34 See note 30.

33 The tightly monitored Beit Iksa military checkpoint was set up specifically to prohibit the residents of neighboring villages from
sneaking into occupied lands and reaching Jerusalem.

32 Harel, Amos. “Flying in Face of Previous Government's Decision: Temporary Route of West Bank Fence Puts Beit Iksa on 'Wrong
Side'.” (Haaretz.com, July 29, 2009), Flying in face of previous government's decision: Temporary route of West Bank fence puts Beit
Iksa on 'wrong side'.

https://bit.ly/35vSzrU
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5083099
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5083099


Epilogue
Entering Beit Iksa from Jerusalem requires traversing either the Qalandia or al-Jib military
checkpoints, crossing Ramallah to its northwestern villages, arriving at what is known as the
Biddu Roundabout, then finally crossing the Beit Iksa military checkpoint into the village. As for
the side that connects it to Jerusalem, instead of walls or checkpoints, there are concrete
military barriers and metal gates for pedestrian entry, with ever-present danger and the risk of
arrest, as the area is always patrolled by Israeli military vehicles.

As for visitors who do not live in Beit Iksa, they are barred entry without previous coordination
with a member of the Village Council, who would then have to wait and receive them at the
checkpoint. In some cases, the visitor’s ID is withheld at the checkpoint until their departure
from the village, to ensure they would not “sneak” into the Jerusalem area. It is worth noting
that some teachers from outside Beit Iksa who work in the village, as well as tradespeople and
essential goods distributors are sometimes denied entry by the Occupation soldiers simply on
the basis that they are not residents.36

From Beit Iksa, one can spot Begin Road, which connects the northern colonies of Jerusalem to
those of the south. Also visible is Highway 1, which reaches Jaffa, as well as the bridge over
which the train to Tel Aviv runs, and which as mentioned above, stands on Beit Iksa land.

As for the economic state of the village today, the community has maintained its tendency to
seek higher education. Most of its people work as civil employees, while a small number work
in neighboring colonies. Ramallah is now regarded as the main commercial hub for the people
of Beit Iksa, with the village of Biddu coming in second place.

Despite the low village population and highly complex conditions, Beit Iksa has always
maintained active local organizations and initiatives. These include the Women’s Association
for the Development of Beit Iksa, founded in 2000 and licensed by the Palestinian Ministry of
the Interior in 2014, with a focus on working with the women and families of the village.

36 See note 28.


