
Abu Dis
Introduction
The old story goes that a hungry and lost folk poet, known by the name of Abu Issa al-Aqrabawi,
ended up in the village of Abu Dis, where he was sheltered and treated by the villagers with
generous hospitality and respect. Cherishing the welcoming generosity of Abu Dis, he versed a
few lines of poetry:

If you resort to Abu Dis,

What a resort it is!

Heitaliyeh with ghee, abundantly served.1 2

2 “Abu Dis.” Palestine Remembered, Abu Dis - Jerusalem - דיס(אבוدیسأبو ).
1 An Arabic dessert, especially lavish when served with ghee.

https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Abu_Dis_619/index.html


Location and Area
Abu Dis is located on the eastern outskirts of occupied Jerusalem, three kilometers away from
the Old City. It borders the village of Al-Ezariyah to the north, al-Sawahra al-Sharqiya to the
south, Khan al-Ahmar to the east, and Silwan to the west.

According to Mustafa al-Dabbagh, Abu Dis covers over 28,000 donums of land area, though some
geographers, native to the town, contend that this land area merely includes the town itself.
They estimate a total area of 70,000–80,000 donums, attributing this extended land area to the3

power and leverage enjoyed by Abu Dis throughout the 18th and 19th centuries in Jerusalem.

If we grant that Abu Dis covers approximately 28,000 donums of land, the area nevertheless
encompasses diverse topographies and natural features, including hills, valleys, meadows and
mountain passes: Hills: Ras al-Akkoub, Suwwanat Salah, Abu al-Wahsh. Valleys: al-Juhair,4

al-Zaytuna, al-Masyah, al-Bayda, Abu Hindi, Khader, Manzil Ali, Jamal and al-Maten. Plains and
meadows: Hamdoun, Sweid, al-Zayboun, al-Sultan and Jaber. Passes: Moslim, Sini, Fitaih, Jawhar
and al-Inab.

4 Ibid, p18.
3 Ahmad Badr, Afif Abu Dis. Mansaf of Generosity and a Fountain of Knowledge. Al-Ezariyah, 1996, p16.



Abu Dis is also home to numerous caves and grottos, some of them natural and others
man-dug and dating to the Roman and Byzantine eras. In ancestral times, they were used as
burial places or to stable domesticated animals. Among the well-known caves are Abu Farah
and Marj al-Bad, both located in Wadi Khader in the northern part of the village. These two
caves came to be well-known due to the stories circulated among the villagers about the caves
being haunted by Jinn, which were claimed to take different forms and to attack passers-by at
night. The first cave was said to have been haunted by Jinn in animal and sometimes human
forms, while in the second cave, the Jinn revealed themselves in rooster form.5

5 Canaan, Taufik. Mohammedan saints and sanctuaries in Palestine. London, 1927, p. 45.



Administrative Divisions

Abu Dis is administratively divided into Area B (3,500 donums) and Area C (20,000 donums).6

Additionally, some areas fall under the jurisdiction of the Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem;
these include the Suwwanat Salah neighborhood, home to some residential high-rises.

Origin and History
There are various etymological speculations as to the name Abu Dis. One association is with a
Roman commander by the name of Aba Dis. Another interpretation posits that the word dis7

refers to the Greek word for the number ten, suggesting a reference to the many khirbahs (old
ruins) that exist in the village, and which may reach ten. According to al-Dabbagh, the name may
also derive from the Latin word pudens, meaning modest or shy.8

Abu Dis is home to many khirbahs, including Khirbat Umm al-Jamal, Khirbat al-Marsas, Khirbat
Abu Suwwan, Khirbat Abu Saad, and Khirbat al-Kharayeb. Access to many of these locations,9

however, is difficult as they are situated in areas under Israeli occupation control, including
military bases, colonies and the like.

Population
The families of Abu Dis trace their lineage back to Arabian Peninsula tribes that migrated to
Iraq,   Aleppo and southern Jordan, eventually making their way to Palestine and settling here
over two centuries ago.10

According to the current available statistics, Abu Dis has a population of approximately 15,000,11

descending from three clans:12

- The al-Khanafsa clan can be traced back to the tribes that migrated from the Arabian
Peninsula and settled in Iraq. They are the largest clan in Abu Dis in terms of numbers. They
include the following families: Abu Fuseisiyya, al-Bu, Abu Hilal, Hajj Hassan, Jaffal, Elyan, Awad,
Qurei, Mohsen and al-Nawaflah.

12 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity,” 37.
11 Abu Dis Municipality Website, .احصائیات
10 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity,” 36.
9 Ibid.
8 Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad, Biladuna Filisteen (Our Homeland, Palestine), 1965.
7 Badr, Afif Ahmad, Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity and a Fountain of Knowledge. Al-Eizariya 1996, p23.
6 “Abu Dis Town Profile.” ARIJ, https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP.

http://www.abudis.ps/ar/abu-dis-ar/statistics-ar.html
https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP


- The al-Halabiya clan originates from the northern regions of Aleppo and includes the Badr,
Rabia, and Ayyad families.

- The al-Erekat clan originates from the al-Howaytat tribe of southern Jordan. The clan includes
the Ahmad, Jaber, Khalil, Ali, Mahmoud and Mustafa families.

Abu Dis Notables

Kamel Abdul Rahman Erekat is among the most notable figures from Abu Dis. Born in 1906, he13

received his early education at the village Kuttab and at al-Aqsa Mosque, eventually graduating
from Ramallah’s Friends School in 1923. After graduation, he worked as a clerk for the Palestine
Police Force (British colonial police) in Jericho, and later occupied various posts at precincts in
Bethlehem, Haifa, Jaffa, and finally, Jerusalem. He took advantage of his post as a police clerk to
warn Palestinian rebels of any British plots against them. Moreover, he alerted rebels who were
being pursued by British colonial authorities to keep a low-profile. He eventually resigned in14

early 1941.

Kamel Erekat joined the Palestine Arab Party in 1942. When the party decided at the beginning of
1946 to re-establish the al-Futuwwa organization (a youth division of the party), its general
leadership was assigned to him, and he later became the deputy chief of the Palestine Arab
Youth Organization. When al-Jihad al-Muqaddas (Army of the Holy War) was re-established in
May 1947, Kamel Erekat was appointed as deputy to its commander, Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini.15

15 Among the organizations mentioned in the text: The Palestine Arab Party, founded in 1935; the Futuwa Organization, founded in
1946; and the Palestinian Arab Youth Organization, founded in 1932.

14 Abu Al-Shaar, Amin. "Fighter from Abu Dis." Amman, 1975.
13 For further information about Kamel Erekat, see Abu Al-Shaar, Amin, "Fighter from Abu Dis." Amman, 1975.



With the outbreak of the 1948 war, Erekat was entrusted to lead the Palestinian fighters in
Jericho, the Dead Sea and the eastern part of Jerusalem. He participated in several battles, most
notably, the battle of Beit Surik, the battle of Dheisheh and the battles of Jerusalem, including
al-Qastal, where he was wounded. Despite his injury, he returned and participated in the battles
of Bab al-Khalil (Jaffa Gate) and the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem.

After the unification of the East and West banks of the Jordan river in 1950, he was elected to
the Jordanian parliament on behalf of the Jerusalem and Jericho electoral district. In 1967, he
was elected Speaker of Parliament and was reelected to this position for seven successive
sessions. In 1971, he was appointed to the Jordanian Senate. Kamel Erekat passed away in 1984
in Amman.

Wasif Erekat is among the other notable figures of Abu Dis. He was born in 1946 and joined the
modern Palestinian Revolution upon graduating from the English Military College in 1965. He
took part in several wars and battles, namely the 1967 war, the battle of al-Karama in 1968, the
Lebanon War in 1982, the October War in 1973 and the War of the Camps in Lebanon in the
1980s.16

16 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity,” 66.



Social and Economic Context
Economy

Historically, the backbone of the Abu Dis economy was livestock agriculture and the cultivation
of crops, including olives, figs and grains. For these two purposes, the arable land was
distributed among the villagers, especially the eastern side of the village, which was ultimately
seized for the construction of Zionist colonies. For irrigation, the farmers relied on rainwater17

and digging wells, notably, the Musallam and Abu Hussein wells.18

To regulate their seasonal farming activities, the villagers maintained an agricultural calendar,
according to which they began preparing the land in October. Farmers believed that if this
process were delayed until mid-November for whatever reason, the season would not be
fruitful. Early in January, they shepherded their livestock to pasture on the eastern side of the
village. To save themselves the arduous effort of moving to and from the village, the shepherds
pitched tents in the pastures and settled there until the end of March. In April, following their
return to the village, they weeded their crop fields, after which the harvest of Palestine vetch
and lentils began, followed by barley and wheat.19

Abu Dis’ harvest customs were not distinct from those practiced in other Palestinian villages.
After the wheat harvest was gathered on the threshing floors, working animals were employed
to draw a threshing board to loosen the grains, which were then separated and gathered into
heaps. The process of winnowing then began using pitchforks. After the grains were separated
from the hay, they were packed into sacks.20

Among the many marks of the generosity and communion inherited from the Arab Bedouin
tradition in Abu Dis was the common practice by those who were blessed with plenty to lend a
share of arable land or livestock to those less fortunate, under the condition that they return
them after they had reaped some benefit by the end of winter.21

In the past, the people of Abu Dis owned large quantities of livestock, to the extent that the
expansive village pastures became too limited to accommodate them. The production of dairy
goods, including cheese, ghee and Jameed thus flourished. At some point in the past, however,
scarce rainfall parched the pastures, leading the villagers to slaughter their livestock and sell it
as meat instead. They subsequently sought alternative livelihoods, including hand crafting straw

21 Ibid.
20 Ibid.

19 According to the oral account of Fayez Mohsen Al-Khanafsa (born 1929), in an interview with Grassroots staff at his home in Abu
Dis on October 15, 2019.

18 There is a large number of wells in Abu Dis, many of which date back to the Roman era. For further information, see “Abu Dis:
Mansaf of Generosity and a Fountain of Science.”.

17 In an interview with Grassroots staff at his home in Abu Dis on October 15, 2019, Fayez Mohsen al-Khanafsa (born 1929) listed the
arable land cultivated by the people of Abu Dis, which includes al-sararat, al-Marah, Abu Hindi, Umm al-Asafir, al-Makhbiya, Wadi
Khader, al-Owewi, al-Azour, al-Rafka, al-Marsras, al-Karouha, al-Qusayr, al-Mazkobah, Wadi Al-Hariq and Abu Qara.



floormats as a short-term source of income. One of the landmarks related to this commercial22

activity is Magharet al-Husor (straw mat cave), located near Inash al-Usra Association, where
straw mats were crafted.

Social Life

The village square was historically the most vibrant communal space in which social occasions
were held, including weddings, funerals, or nighttime congregation and activities like folkloric
storytelling and traditional music (Rababa and Mihbash). Guests and strangers were also
greeted and received in the village square. According to the people of Abu Dis: “the square was
open day and night to visitors and was regarded as guest area to be used by every member of
the clan. Any stranger that was hosted as a guest in the square was presented with all they
needed in the way of food, drink and lodging.”23

They add, “The square was a place to exchange views on all matters of concern to the clan
members. They assembled there, consulted and resolved their problems.”24

This space did not merely host guests, strangers and passers-by; it was also a refuge for rebels
pursued by British colonial forces. Upon seeking refuge in the village, they were secured a
hiding place by the people of Abu Dis, who also kept watch over them. The oral history in Abu
Dis recounts how the villagers, on multiple occasions, were collectively punished for harboring
rebels, either by having Abu Dis encircled by the army, suffering arrest, or having the adult male
residents detained for many hours in an area west of the village.25

As social life transformed in Abu Dis, the features of its placid rural life gradually began to fade,
and the square lost much of its centrality to clan life, its role now limited to hosting some social
occasions like funerals and dispute resolution.

Education

In the modern history of Abu Dis, the kuttabs were the main means of mass education, through
which the villagers were taught the Quran, basic arithmetic and the Arabic language. According
to some oral accounts, the courtyards belonging to the village clans were also used for that
purpose. For example, “Sheikh Muhammad al-Halabi of Beit Rima taught his pupils in
al-Halabiya courtyard, and Sheikh Siddiq Abu Ghazaleh of Jerusalem oversaw al-Khansa

25 According to the oral account of Fayez Mohsen Al-Khanafsa (born 1929), during an interview with Grassroots staff at his home in
Abu Dis on October 15, 2019.

24 Ibid.
23 Ibid, p. 66.
22 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity,” pp. 25-26.



courtyard.” The pupils brought eggs, bread and olives to the sheikhs in exchange for their26

education. This was prior to the construction of the first school in the village, Abu Dis School, in
1932.

Al-Dabbagh states in Our Homeland, Palestine that “Abu Dis elementary school was established
at the end of British colonial rule. After the Nakba in 1948, the school was expanded to teach
up to the middle-school level. In 1966–1967, the school accommodated 629 students, taught by
18 teachers. A school for girls was also established after the Nakba, covering the elementary-
and middle-school levels and accommodating 444 students, taught by 13 teachers.27

Abu Dis has eight schools today: three government-run schools managed by the Palestinian
Ministry of Education, four private schools, and one school established by the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA).28

Abu Dis is also home to several higher education and research institutions, including al-Quds
University. These institutions were established on land donated by the local villagers.

The main campus of al-Quds University is located in Abu Dis, though the university maintains
campuses also in Beit Hanina, al-Sheikh Jarrah, Gaza and Ramallah. The university was officially

28 ARIJ, “Abu Dis Town Profile.” https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP
27 Al-dabbagh, Our Homeland, Palestine.
26 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity,” p. 296.

https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP%20%20


inaugurated in 1995, in fulfillment of a decision taken by a number of independent Jerusalem
colleges in the early 1980s to come together under one name. The colleges included the Hind
al-Husseini College for Women (Faculty of Arts) in al-Sheikh Jarrah, the College for Daawa and
Religious Principles in Beit Hanina, the College of Medical Professions in al-Bireh and the
College of Science and Technology in Abu Dis.

The idea for al-Quds university is said to have been first conceived during an all-Arab
conference held in Jerusalem in 1931. The subsequent establishment of Hind al-Husseini College
in al-Sheikh Jarrah in Jerusalem constituted the earliest implementation of this idea.29

The main campus of al-Quds University in Abu Dis has been severely impacted by the
Annexation and Expansion Wall. Initially, the Zionist plan was to fragment the university campus
by constructing the Wall across its compound. After a fierce legal struggle by the villagers and
the university administration, the Wall’s route was altered and repositioned a mere few meters
away, closely flanking the university gates. The vicinity of the Wall, particularly the Kobsa30

intersection, is the site of frequent confrontations between Palestinian youth and Israeli
occupation forces, including attempts by the youth to demolish or breach parts of the wall.

On the other hand, because al-Quds University serves approximately 13,000 students every year,
this activity has contributed to transforming Abu Dis into both an academic and economic31

hub. The university has thus revived the Abu Dis economy, especially in the wake of the deep
economic decline wrought by the Wall. In general, tens of thousands visit Abu Dis regularly for
work, education and business, contributing to its economy.

Abu Dis is also home to the Institute for Islamic Research and Heritage Revival, established in
1982. It is regarded as one of the largest archiving centers with a focus on the history and32

heritage of Palestine in general, and of Jerusalem in particular.

32 Badr, "Abu Dis: Mansaf of Generosity," p. 296.
31 According to the Public Relations Department at al-Quds University on August 13, 2018.

30 Based on documentation available on the Institute for Palestine Studies website:
https://www.palestine-studies.org/jq/fulltext/77964

29 According to the Public Relations Department at al-Quds University on August 13, 2018.

https://www.palestine-studies.org/jq/fulltext/77964


Landmarks
Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi Mosque, formerly known as al-Omari Mosque, was built in place of an
old mosque that had been wrecked by an earthquake in 1927. It was renamed Salah al-Din
Mosque after Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi, who is believed to have set up camp on the same spot
during his campaign to liberate Jerusalem in 1187.33

The village contains three other mosques, namely, al-Farouq Mosque on the western side of the
village, Ahbab Allah Mosque in Dhahrat al-Lattoun, and Othman Bin Affan Mosque in al-Rakbah
neighborhood.

The Lady of Sorrows Convent was founded in 1956 and is affiliated with the Latin Patriarchate in
Jerusalem. It contains a nursing home, a clinic and a hospital. The convent continued to provide
the people of Abu Dis with medical services until 2006. As the Annexation and Expansion Wall
was built and separated the convent from the rest of Abu Dis lands, the villagers were deprived
of its services and have thus had to resort to a clinic within a nursing home known also as the
Siksik shelter in Al-Ezariyah.

The Palestinian Legislative Council Building is located on a hilltop in the west of Abu Dis,
overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem and the Dome of the Rock. It was the first headquarters
for the Palestinian Legislative Council, built by the Palestinian Authority in the mid-1990s,

33 Abu Dis Municipality Website: احصائیات

http://www.abudis.ps/ar/abu-dis-ar/statistics-ar.html


though the project was frozen then due to political considerations. Today the building is leased
as a warehouse to al-Quds University by the Islamic Waqf Department, on whose land the
building is situated.34

Al-Erekat Mansion, also referred to as the "Hilltop [Zionist] Military Camp”, is located in the west
of Abu Dis and belongs to a member of the Erekat clan who currently resides in Jordan. Due to
its scenic location overlooking the Dome of the Rock, it was once a hiking destination for the
villagers. In 1988, during the first intifada, Zionist occupation forces stormed the hill and
converted the mansion into a military barracks, and, subsequently, into so-called “Civil
Administration” offices. After the establishment of the Palestinian Authority, the compound
became a headquarters for Palestinian security services. With the outbreak of the second
Intifada in 2000, Zionist forces seized the building once more. That is how the mansion
transformed from a place of recreation for the people of Abu Dis to a flashpoint with Zionist
soldiers.

History of Resistance
Popular Resistance of Abu Dis Prior to British Colonial Rule

An example of the popular resistance in Abu Dis during Ottoman rule in Palestine can be
gleaned from a case documented in Ottoman Islamic Court records in Jerusalem. At the
beginning of the 17th century, the villagers of Jerusalem’s Nahiya of al-Wadiya were forced to35

leave their villages and dwell in the wilderness. The city dwellers of Jerusalem relied on the
villages’ production of milk, ghee and livestock, and they soon ran short of these goods. The
Kadi of Jerusalem sent word to the villagers, guaranteeing their safety and asking that they
return to their homes.

It would later appear that the reason behind their displacement was that they had refused
demands to fight on behalf of the Bani Zayd clan chieftains, who had no sovereignty over the
al-Wadiya villages. The villagers therefore asked the Kadi to intervene on their behalf and to
guarantee their protection from the Bani Zayd clans.36

That incident was a manifestation of the collective spirit of protest and resistance of the people
of the villages of al-Wadiya, including Abu Dis, a spirit that would carry forward as steadfast
resistance against the Anglo-Zionist colonization of Palestine.

36 Abu Roumi and Muhammad, Musa. "Al-Eizariya 2000." Islamic Orphanage Press, Jerusalem, 1999, pp. 32–34.

35 According to the administrative divisions of the time,  the Nahiya of al-Wadiya included Bethlehem, Al-Ezariyah, Jericho, al-Tur,
al-Issawiyah, Abu Dis, Silwan, Beit Sahour (al-Wadi and al-Nasiriyah), Sur Baher, Khirbat ibn Ubaid, Artas, al-Khader, Beit Taamer,
Arab Al-Taamrah, Ibn Obaid, al-Hateimat, al-Sawahra, Al-Kaabneh, Abu Nasir, al-Nuweimah, al-Ubaid.

34 “The Palestinian Parliament, a Lifeless Building,” published on al-Jazeera.net: https://bit.ly/36T85y2.

https://bit.ly/36T85y2


Resistance to British Colonialism and the Zionist Movement

Like villagers all across Palestine, the people of Abu Dis participated in the revolts against
British colonialism and the Zionist movement in Palestine, and their village was home to many
prominent figures who led resistance factions in the Jerusalem governorate, namely: Hashem37

Erekat, Hassan Ali Erekat, Abbas Mohammad Erekat, Haj Ata Ali, Mayouf Haj Muhammad Elyan,
Rajab Atallah, Mohammad Musa al-Aliq and Kamel Erekat.

As an Abu Dis native and a deputy to Commander Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini, Kamel Erekat
influenced the involvement of the people of Abu Dis in resistance against the British and the
Zionists. With the outbreak of war in late-1947, the squares of Abu Dis were brimming with
resistance fighters. A brigade affiliated with al-Jihad al-Muqaddas was established in the village
under the command of Fawzi Erekat. Additionally, there was a group of 48 resistance fighters led
by Salamah a-Disi, unaffiliated with al-Jihad al-Muqaddas or the Arab Salvation Army.38

In addition to defending the village from Zionist assault, the resistance fighters of Abu Dis
launched numerous attacks against the British-owned Palestine Potash Company, located in
Kalya colony on the shores of the Dead Sea. Along with other fighters, from the villages of
al-Ezariyah and Sur Baher, among others, they targeted Potash convoys by blocking the
transportation route between the Dead Sea and Jerusalem. Several fierce battles took place39

between the Palestinian rebels on one side, and the Zionist and British forces on the other. The
most prominent battles included those at Wadi Qatif, Khan al-Ahmar, Wadi al-Hawd, and the
Abu Dis heights.40

Moreover, the Abu Dis Brigade took part in the battle of al-Qastal and other battles that erupted
in Jerusalem in April 1948. During that period, the course of the war had taken a turn, especially
following the fall of Commander Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini on April 8, 1948 and the Zionist
occupation of neighborhoods in the south-western part of Jerusalem. Subsequently, the Zionist
militias attempted to advance their positions towards the eastern part of Jerusalem, seeking to
reach its walls and encircle the Old City. However, the resistance fighters in that part of the city
along with the villagers of Silwan, al-Tur, Abu Dis, al-Ezariyah, and Arab al-Sawahrah thwarted
that attempt and prevented the advance. Thus, the eastern part of Jerusalem remained under
Arab control until its fall in 1967.41

During the Nakba, Abu Dis was an important place of refuge for displaced Palestinians of
Jerusalem’s western villages that were destroyed and uprooted by the Zionist militias. The
people of Abu Dis were very hospitable to the dispossessed newcomers, who in turn integrated

41 Ibid. p. 192.
40 Abu al-Shaar, Mujahed min Abu Dis. Pp. 154-155.
39 Targeting of these convoys began during the Great Palestinian Revolt of 1936–1939 and continued until 1948.
38 Al-Aref, Aref. The Nakba: The Nakba of Jerusalem and the Lost Paradise, 1947-1949. Institute for Palestine Studies, 2012, p. 317.
37 Abu al-Shaar, Amin. Mujahed min Abu Dis (A Mujahid from Abu Dis). Jordanian Printing Press, Amman, 1975, p. 91.



within the village population for the next few years, until new neighborhoods bearing the
names of their original villages were established for them in the neighboring village of
al-Ezariyah. Still, their social and economic interactions with the people of Abu Dis and the
surrounding villages remained unchanged. Evident to visitors of Abu Dis and al-Ezariyah are the
commercial establishments bearing the names of uprooted villages, such as al-Subani (from
Suba) grocery store in al-Ezariyah.

Abu Dis after the 1967 Occupation

According to a Zionist source, the takeover of Abu Dis in June 1967 was not met with any
resistance, but rather, with white flags and surrender. The same source goes on to report that by
August 1967, Abu Dis had turned from a docile village into a ticking time bomb, referring to the
fidai operation carried out by Riyad Salman al-Khatib and subsequent fedayeen operations.42 43

At dawn on August 25, 1967, a Zionist military convoy was crossing Wadi al-Juhair, east of Abu Dis,
on schedule on its route towards Bethlehem. As it arrived at the ambush site set up by Riyad
al-Khatib, he unleashed his hand grenades, followed by a hail of bullets aimed at either end of
the convoy. The soldiers at the rear thought they had been attacked from the front, while the
soldiers at the front thought the attack had come from the rear. They fired blindly until they
located al-Khatib’s position behind a boulder facing the valley.44

A battle ensued, in which al-Khatib exchanged fire with both ends of the convoy. He was hit by
multiple rounds in his weapon-wielding arm and his feet and thigh. Following that, the soldiers
directed their searchlights towards his position, calling on him via loudspeaker to surrender. He
responded by shooting at one of the lights instead; bleeding, he withdrew from his position.

Eventually, the Zionist soldiers tracked al-Khatib down to his home by following the trail of
blood he had left in his wake. They stormed the village and surrounded his home. Al-Khatib, still
wounded, was arrested along with his father and brother, and his home was then demolished
with explosives.

44 Shaaban Bisharat, Rasim. “Riyad Salman al-Khatib ... The First Words and the First of Bullets”, published September 23, 2011 on
Dunia al-Watan website: الرأيدنیا|بشاراتشعبانراسمبقلم:الرصاصوأولالكالمأول...الخطیبسلمانریاض

43 According to Khaled Elyan, a scholar and director of the Institute for Islamic Research and Heritage Revival , during an interview
with Grassroots staff on October 15, 2019.

42 Riyad Al-Khatib was born in Syria in 1948 to Druze parents. His mother was a Jordanian Druze from Zarqa, and his father was a
Palestinian Druze from the village of Yanouh, Akka. In 1950, al-Khatib moved with his family to the village of al-Tur in Jerusalem. The
family had remained steadfast in al-Tur for four years before settling in Abu Dis. Al-Khatib received his elementary school education
in Abu Dis and his secondary school education at al-Rashidiyya School in Jerusalem, where he joined the Arab Nationalist
Movement. He was arrested in 1967 and sentenced to 21 years in prison. He was released as part of a prisoner exchange deal in
1985. Al-Khatib passed away in 2011 after a struggle with illness.

https://pulpit.alwatanvoice.com/articles/2011/09/13/237331.html


Colonization
Among the towns and villages that survived the Nakba, Abu Dis has been one of the worst-hit by
Israeli colonial policies of land seizure, which have devoured 24,000 out of the total 28,000
donums of its land. In addition to the western olive groves, most of the seized land lies in the
eastern, arable part of Abu Dis, resulting in devastating losses of the village’s natural wealth.

The village has fallen prey to three colonies, the biggest of which is Ma'ale Adumim, which has
swallowed 1,300 donums. Another 400 donums were taken over by Mitzpe Yedude colony (New
Kedar). Kidmat Zion colony was erected in the southern part of the village, which is isolated by
the Annexation and Expansion Wall.45

The land seized for Kidmat Zion is claimed by the Zionists to belong to a Jewish organization46

known as the Residents’ Association. They allege that it had been purchased in 1925, but due to
the outbreak of the al-Buraq Revolt in 1929 and attacks by Arab rebels, it became inaccessible
until 1967, when it fell under Zionist occupation.47

In the 1990s, Irving Moskowitz, the godfather of Zionist colonization in Jerusalem, purchased a48

large portion of these areas. As the notion of a two-state solution began to surface, the political
efforts to establish a colony consisting of 200 housing units froze, given that this area would fall
within the borders of the supposed, future Palestinian state. After construction of the
Annexation and Expansion Wall was concluded, most of the land located on the eastern side of
the Wall was classified as Area B, and, accordingly, considered to be under Palestinian civil
administration and Israeli security control.

Thus, the Palestinians regained a large part of this land, where they had constructed a number
of buildings, including the College of Islamic Law. Moreover, the Occupation authorities had
seized a portion of this land and erected a military base. In the early 2000s, Moskowitz managed
to purchase an estimated 60 donums, which make up the remaining portion of the land located
on the western side of the Wall. The plot was purchased by the Ateret Cohanim organization,
which housed six Jewish families there.49

49 See note 49.

48 Irving Moskowitz (born 1928) was a Jewish American physician and businessman. He is best known for owning hospitals and
casinos in California. Irving is also known for his fierce advocacy for Zionism and his unrelenting sponsorship of many projects
aiming at Judaizing Jerusalem. He founded the Moskowitz Charitable Society, which began providing aid to Jews to purchase houses
in East Jerusalem through the Cohanim Ateret Organization, which sponsors an annual award to distinguished contributors in
service of Zionism.

47 Shargai, Nadav. “A ‘Jerusalem’ Bargain: A Jewish Neighborhood in Abu Dis in Exchange for Thousands of Apartments for
Palestinians!” Al-Ayyam, https://bit.ly/2OKXFrY

46 For the Zionists, there tend to be historical, biblical and political considerations when it comes to their naming of locations in
Palestine, but, on some occasions, names are simply an appropriation of native Palestinian history. In the case of Kadimat Zion, or
"Vanguard of Zion," the name refers to the first colonial settlers who came to Palestine and established their colonies prior to the
establishment of the Zionist entity in 1948.

45 ARIJ. “Abu Dis Town Profile.” https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP

https://bit.ly/2OKXFrY
https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP%20%20


In 2012, then mayor of the Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem Nir Barakat tried unsuccessfully
to approve a colonial settlement project on that land. These efforts have since been assumed
by the Ateret Cohanim organization, which in December 2019, began leveling the land in50

preparation for the construction of the colony.

Building colonies has not been the only objective behind the policy of land seizure; in fact, a
vast area was confiscated for a road construction project known as Fabric of Life. In 1981, 800
donums were also seized for use as a landfill, which has been a menace to public health due51

to the Occupation authorities’ disregard for ecological and health measures. In addition to the
stench caused by the landfill, surface water, as well as groundwater, which are major water
sources for the area, have been critically contaminated.

Though Abu Dis has already lost 85% of its total land area, the threat of confiscation and
colonization still looms over the town, as the settlement project known as E1 will lead to further
seizures and colonization campaigns.

The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The Annexation and Expansion Wall surrounds Abu Dis and isolates it from the Old city of
occupied Jerusalem. The commute that once took a few minutes via Ras al-Amud and Silwan
neighborhoods is today at least a thirty-minute trip for Jerusalemites, who must detour through
Al-Ezariyah in order to reach Abu Dis.

Because a considerable part of Abu Dis was either swallowed by the Wall or seized by the
Occupation authorities, people have been left with scarcely any land for construction. This has
consequently compelled them to sacrifice their arable land to allow for urban expansion. The
remaining land area is estimated at about 4,000 donums, 3,500 of which are classified as Area B
in accordance with the Oslo Agreement, while about 20,000 donums of the town’s original land
area fall under Area C, in addition to a limited area that falls under the jurisdiction of the52

Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem, including the Suwwanat Salah neighborhood.

52 ARIJ. “Abu Dis Town Profile.” https://bit.ly/2XIKzzP
51 "A landfill worries Palestinians in East Jerusalem."  Al-Jazeera.net website: https://bit.ly/2OKXFrY.
50 Ateret Cohanim Association Website: https://ateretkohanim.org/?page_id=106
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Epilogue: Abu Dis, Capital of the Palestinian State?
With former US President Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of the Zionist
entity in December 2017 and the announcement of the so-called “Deal of the Century” in January
2020, Abu Dis became the subject of frequent discussion among different media outlets,
especially in light of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman naming it the “capital of the
future Palestinian state.” In fact, Trump's “deal” was not the first proposal that offered Abu Dis as
an alternative to Jerusalem for the Palestinian capital. The defeatist negotiations held in 1995,
known by the resulting “Beilin - Abu Mazen” document, arrived at an agreement by which Abu53

Dis would be a temporary capital of a Palestinian state until the boundaries of the Jerusalem
Municipality are expanded to include “East Jerusalem as the capital of the Palestinian state and
West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.”

The mechanisms employed to manage the struggle and convert it from an existential one to a
state-building project (a state with indiscernible features) impose such agreements on the

53 Full text: https://bit.ly/2DbbVFl
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political elite, which itself is structurally linked to the colonial regime. On the other hand,
resistance manifests as a third component, independent of and unassociated with the colonial
edifices, able to confound these colonialists and these elites; Abu Dis has surely been no
stranger to this very resistance.


