
Beit Surik
Introduction
Beit Surik is a village of natural beauty that has managed to preserve its rural and mountainous
characteristics, a pure landscape untouched by the elsewhere dominant steel and concrete of
urban encroachment. Its history and geography imbue it with another significant feature: its
position at the heart of Jerusalem’s ordeal and the battles of resistance and liberation of the
year 1948. Beit Surik was the site and name of one of the most significant battles of the 1948
war, in which Commander Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini led the Palestinian Arabs to a victory that
still resounds in our collective memory.



Location and Area
Beit Surik is located about nine kilometers northwest of the Old City of occupied Jerusalem. It is
considered a “border” village, sitting along the 1949 Armistice Line, bordered from the south by
the uprooted village of Qalunia, by Beit Iksa from the east, Biddu from the north and Qatanna
from the west. It overlooks the lands of Jerusalem that were occupied in 1948, separated from
the village today by the Annexation and Expansion Wall.

According to Palestinian historian Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh, the lands of Beit Surik cover up
to 7,000 donums, but village sources estimate the area to be about 9,000 donums. Of the total1 2

area, Palestinians are able to build on no more than 900 donums that are included in the
village’s structural plans.

Origin and History
The name “Beit Surik” bears two interpretations: “Beit” is Arabic for “house/home (of),” and
“Surik” may be derived from the Syriac word sircota, a type of thistle plant that sticks to
clothing, i.e., “home of the sircota thorn.” It may also derive from the Syriac root word of the
plant’s name meaning “to stick or adhere to.”3

The second interpretation posits that Beit Surik was named after a Roman king, Surik, who lived
in the village.4

According to al-Dabbagh, the Crusaders in the middle-ages referred to it as Bethsurit. The
village likely predates the Roman era.

4 Interview with the mayor of Beit Surik, Hussein Husni al-Jamal, January 27, 2020.

3 Abu Khdeir, Nasser Al-Din. “The Names of the Villages of Jerusalem, a Semantic and Linguistic Study.” The united Arab Universities
Literature Magazine, https://doi.org/http://www.babelwad.com/ar/jerusalem-villages-names 

2 Interview with the former mayor of Beit Surik, Ahmad Omar al-Jamal, and the chairman of the Feminist Association of Beit Surik,
Nawal Shehadeh, on April 17, 2018. 

1 Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad. “Our Homeland, Palestine.” Accessed on Palestine Remembered, فلسطین،بالدنا-القدسمحافظةسوریك،بیت
الذاكرةفيفلسطین-106صفحة .
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http://www.palestineremembered.com/Articles/Biladuna-Filisteen/Story25856.html
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Population
Around 5,000 Palestinians live in the village today, belonging to nine families: Al-Jamal (the
largest family), Qandil, al-Sheikh, Abu Suboh, Abu-Ismail, Badwan, Shuqeir and Afalqah (said to
be the longest-standing in the village).5

Social and Economic Life
The uprooted village of Beit Shanna, part of al-Ramlah district, holds a special place in Beit
Surik’s collective memory. The people say it was their sister village, and that they owned lands
in both places, spending summers in hilly Beit Surik and winters on the plain in Beit Shanna .6

On the uprooted village of Beit Shanna, All that Remains, edited by Walid Khalidi, states: “The
village, located on top of a hill that was surrounded by lower hills, overlooked wide areas in all
directions except the north. The hill sloped gradually towards the south, leading to a wadi that
separated the village lands from those of the nearby village of Salbit. A secondary road linked it
to the Jerusalem–Jaffa highway, to the southwest, and dirt paths led to several neighboring
villages.” The lands of Beit Shanna were flat, and they were planted with crops like corn,7

sesame, wheat, barley and lentils. Just prior to the Nakba, in 1944 and 1945, 875 donums of the
village had been planted with cereals, and 44 donums had been allocated for orchards.

After Beit Shanna was uprooted in the 1948 Nakba, the people of both villages were deprived of
their lands, which were taken over and farmed by colonists. As for the hilly lands of Beit Surik,
they were cultivated with peaches, olives, grapes and plums. As did many Jerusalem villages,
Beit Surik exported crops, mainly fruits like peach, to Arab countries, especially Jordan and
Saudi Arabia.

Beit Shanna was uprooted in 1948, and Beit Surik held off until its occupation in 1967, after
which the Occupation authorities banned the village’s export of its most important crop, peach.
This led to a large surplus, which exceeded the village’s consumption capacity, and due to the
fruit’s short shelf life and the inability to meet export contracts, the harvest would spoil. The
farmers then turned to cultivating olives, and most of their peach trees died due to a sharp
decline in demand.

7 Khalidi, Walid (ed.), All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and Depopulated by Israel in 1948. (Washington, D.C:
Institute for Palestine Studies, 1992), 367. 

6 Ibid.
5 Interview with Beit Surik native Rashed Mohammad al-Sheikh (born 1934), January 27, 2020.



Beit Surik was reliant on rainfed agriculture, but the village is home to several water springs as
well: Ein Ullaiq and Ein al-Maker in the east, Ein Jamil near the uprooted village of Qalunia, Ein
al-Lawzeh and Ein al-Balad (al-Ein al-Tahta), the main spring, in the east of the village and used
by the whole community.

As a small and rural community, and like all such Palestinian villages, a square in the middle of
the village by the main mosque was the site of social and communal activities. It was the
meeting place for the community, where they would converse and congregate into the night, in
addition to holding various social occasions attended by most of the villagers.

Education
Students of the village in the first half of the 20th century attended school in neighboring
villages, especially in the joint Biddu and al-Qubeibah school (up to the fifth grade), in Beit
Iksa, known for its keenness on education, and in Beitunia.8

In 1967, The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA)
established a school for girls, and according to Mustafa al-Dabbagh, the school taught 93 girls
in the year of the 1967 war.9

Today there are two schools for boys in the village (elementary and secondary) that are
administered by the Palestinian Ministry of Education, and one elementary school for girls,
administered by UNRWA. Girls continue their middle and secondary education in the
neighboring village of Beit Ijza’s al-Umawiyah School for Girls .10

Landmarks
There are several religious landmarks in the village, the most prominent of which are three
maqams (shrines, sanctuaries or tombs) dedicated to Muslim saints that are sanctified by the
people of the village and associated with many stories in the collective imaginary.

Maqam al-Sheikh Darwish sits near the main mosque. The oral history maintains that there
was a fig tree there that blessed the people with its fruit, but it aged and wilted.

10 “Beit Surik Town Profile.” Institute of Applied Research - Jerusalem (Arij). دلیلبلدةبیتسوریك
9 See note 1.
8 See note 5.

http://proxy.arij.org/vprofile/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Beit%20Surik_Ar.pdf


Maqam al-Sheikh Abdullah is near the village cemetery at the edge of the village. A simple
room that was used for lodging at some point, it contains no mihrab, dome or any sign within11 12

it indicating the presence of a grave. It is said that Sheikh Abdullah would sometimes appear in
the form of a ghoul, and sometimes as a serpent or hyena. According to Palestinian
ethnographer Taufik Canaan, the imagery of saints appearing in non-human forms has its
origins in primitive religions.13

Al-Dabbagh notes that during a Zionist attack on Beit Surik in the year of the Nakba, a mosque
was destroyed in the village. One of the examples given by Taufik Canaan of a shrine being14 15

damaged in the village during the First World War was Maqam al-Sheikh Abd al-Aziz, between
al-Qastal and Beit Surik; it is likely to have been the “mosque” referred to by al-Dabbagh.16

There are two mosques in Beit Surik, Abdullah bin-Zubayr Mosque, the central mosque of the
village, and Mohammad Atallah Mosque, which was named after a martyr who was killed by
Occupation forces in Ramallah in 2014.

Of the archaeological sites in the village are multiple Khirbahs (ancient ruins): Khirbat
al-Hoash in the south, Khirbat al-Marran in the west (located within the lands occupied in 1948
and containing the remains of engraved rocks), Khirbat al-Bawwabah, and Khirbat al-Jabal in
the southeast. In addition to the archaeological sites, an area known by the people as17

al-Labdoud is the root of the village and contains some old, uninhabited houses.

History of Resistance
During the 1930s and 1940s, the village of Beit Surik had an active role in the resistance against
British colonial rule and the Zionist movement. In the Great Palestinian Revolt of 1936, Beit
Surik harbored fighters of al-Jihad al-Muqaddas (Army of the Holy War) and the comrades of
Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini.18

18 See note 5.
17 See note 1.

16 It is not certain that the mosque mentioned by al-Dabbagh is the same as the Shrine of Sheikh Abd al-Aziz mentioned by Taufik
Canaan, which the latter described as “near Beit Surik.”

15 See note 13, 11.
14 See note 1.
13 Ibid, 243.

12 Canaan, Taufik, Mohammedan Saints and Sanctuaries in Palestine. (London: Reprinted from The Journal of the Palestine Oriental
Society, 1927), 17.

11 Tthe place in the mosque from which the Imam gives his sermon or leads the prayer. (translator)



In the 1948 war, a fierce battle took place at the edge of the village between al-Jihad
al-Muqaddas (led by Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini, Ibrahim Abu Daya and Fawzi al-Qutob) and the
Zionist militias. Al-Jihad al-Muqaddas had received intelligence that a Zionist convoy would be
crossing the Jerusalem–Jaffa Highway near Beit Surik, carrying supplies and reinforcements to
the Zionists in Jerusalem and possibly transporting Zionist leader Chaim Weissman.

The resistance fighters of al-Jihad al-Muqaddas set up an ambush and rigged the highway with
explosives. But a British convoy preceded the Zionists and uncovered the trap. Zionist
combatants of the Palmach militia headed to the location to attack the resistance; the Battle of
Beit Surik ensued.19

The battle was one of the first to erupt in defense of Jerusalem in 1948, and its outcome raised
the morale of the Palestinians. In his book, The Nakba of Jerusalem and the Lost Paradise, Aref
al-Aref refers to the enthusiasm of the people as “indescribable:” the young men begged their
fathers to allow them to participate in the battle, and every man with a weapon raced to join
the fight. And if every man had had a weapon available to him, all would have rushed to battle.

About 800 Palestinian fighters participated in the Battle of Beit Surik, from neighboring villages
like Biddu, Beit Anan, Qatanna, Beit Duqqu and others, followed by the arrival of reinforcements
from Ramallah and its villages. The arsenal of the Zionist militias included hand grenades,20

which the resistance fighters did not possess; they were armed with ordinary rifles and one
Bren light machine gun. A Violent clash erupted, which compelled the Zionists to leave the
convoy behind and flee into the hills, with the resistance fighters in pursuit. As the battle
intensified, a counterattack was launched on the village; when called upon, the people of Beit
Surik rallied to join the battle, which ended in overwhelming victory.

The casualties of the battle included the death of a large number of Zionist combatants, a
figure that is disputed among historical sources, with some citing up to 120 dead, and others21

citing 34 dead and 26 wounded. According to Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, the Palestinians22

22 Al-Aref, Aref, The Nakba: The Nakba of Jerusalem and the Lost Paradise, 1947–1949, 91. Accessed on Palestine Remembered,
http://www.palestineremembered.com/Articles/Nakba 

21 Shalash, Bilal, “Inside the Ancient Wall: A Study of Qassim Al-Rimawi's Texts on al-Jihad al-Muqaddas.” Arab Center for Research
and Policy Studies, 2020. 

20 Ibid. 

19 Abu Gharbiyeh, Bahjat, In In the Midst of the Struggle: The Memoirs of Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, 1916-1949, 1st ed. (Beirut: Institute for
Palestine Studies, 1993), 177. 

http://www.palestineremembered.com/Articles/Nakb


transported the enemy corpses to Ramallah, where they were showcased as a testament to the
victory before being handed over to the British. The losses incurred by the Palestinians are not
precisely known, but it is said that they were as low as five casualties, with Ibrahim Abu Daya
being among the wounded.

On April 23 of the same year, a few months after the Battle of Beit Surik, the Zionists carried out
a large assault on multiple villages in Jerusalem as part of Operation Nachshon, a military
campaign aimed at capturing all of Jerusalem. The target villages were Shuafat, Beit Iksa and
al-Nabi Samwil, which the operation failed to occupy. This assault was preceded by another on
April 20 against the villages of Biddu and Beit Surik, and it appears to have been the attack23

referenced by al-Dabbagh, in which the Zionists demolished the village mosque.

The Battle of Beit Surik was not the village’s only contribution during the 1948 war. In his
memoirs, Bahjat Abu Gharbieh recalls that the lands of Beit Surik became an alternate route for
the resistance fighters heading for al-Qastal. He adds that he drew up an unconventional route
to al-Qastal during Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini’s siege of the village, since the route normally
taken by the resistance was a southerly one from al-Qatamon through Ein Karem; he opted
instead to take a route from northern Jerusalem, through Biddu and Beit Surik to al-Qastal.

The resistance forces set out from the Old City to the important crossroads at the village of
Biddu, from which they continued towards Beit Surik, only one and a half kilometers away from
al-Qastal. The hilly terrain in the area was not traversable by motor vehicle, and so, the
resistance fighters stepped out of their cars, and a number of Beit Surik villagers gathered
around them.24

Despite the villagers’ warnings that the Zionists had taken over several positions along that
route, the resistance fighters “were not worried,” in the words of Abu Gharbieh, and they
advanced, relying on sheer firepower. The plan to attack from the north surprised the enemy
and succeeded. The resistance fighters struck the colonies of Motza and Dolev while hundreds
of others simultaneously attacked al-Qastal from the south, driving the Zionists to withdraw

24 According to the memoirs of Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, among the resistance fighters present were: Lieutenant Shafiq al-Nashashibi,
the martyr Ismail al-Sharabati, the martyr Mrawweh Saadeh, Lieutenant Yahya al-Zawawi, Idris al-Bakri, Izzat Abu Gharbieh, Hassan
al-Zihani, the martyr Saad Abu Tair, and the driver of the armored vehicle Ali Abu Ghannam.

23 See note 23.



eastward. The resistance entered al-Qastal and found the bodies of enemy combatants strewn
around the village.25

Of the Beit Surik martyrs who fell during the Nakba was Khalil Ibrahim Mohammad, killed in the
battle of al-Qastal. Jamil Ismail al-Jamal was also among the Beit Surik villagers known to have
participated in the battles of 1948.26

The village was occupied in the Naksa of 1967, and many of its residents sought refuge in Jordan
and Saudi Arabia, while others headed to neighboring villages and soon returned home. The
oral history notes that those who did return had reunited in the village of Beit Ijza before
heading back to Beit Surik.27

Among the incidents of the Naksa that were seared into the memory of Beit Surik was one in
which an elderly woman who suffered from paralysis called out loudly to her son from inside
her home; one of the Zionist criminals present heard her pleas and shot her dead. She was
buried in the village cemetery.

Cited as one of the village martyrs in the Naksa was Rayeq Ibrahim al-Sheikh, a soldier in the
Jordanian army who was killed by the Zionist forces in Jericho.28

Colonization
Colonization in Beit Surik manifests in two forms: the Annexation and Expansion Wall and the
colonies established on village land.

The Wall cuts through eight kilometers of Beit Surik from its southeast to the northwest,
swallowing 1,760 donums of village land, including the village’s agricultural fields. The people of
Beit Surik are now required to obtain Israeli permits to access these lands, and they do so
through a militarized gate.

28 Ibid.
27 Ibid.
26 See note 5.
25 See note 23, 212.



Colonization in Beit Surik began to take shape a few years after the Nakba, with the Occupation
authorities’ confiscation of about 150 donums of the village land they had occupied in 1948 to
construct parts of Mevaseret Zion colony. The colony was established in 1951 mostly on land29

belonging to two uprooted villages: al-Qastal and Qalunia.

In the early 1980s, the colony of Har Adar was built on Jabal al-Radar (Radar Hill), robbing the30

village of 450 additional donums. Har Hadar is one of the more opulent colonies, housing
Israeli military, academic and political figures, including General Yisrael Ze’ev (a former military
commander). Dozens of Beit Surik villagers work in the colony, in construction or the service
sector.

In a report published by Haaretz in 2018, the blueprints of a future colonial project include 46
more donums for the construction of 290 residential units in ten buildings, each between 7 and
10 stories tall, in addition to commercial areas, playgrounds and green spaces.

The southern part outlined in the blueprints is an area within the colony’s present boundaries,
but the northern part partially includes agricultural land in Beit Surik. The scheme has not yet31

been implemented (as of 2020), though occasionally, the Occupation authorities send the
mayor of Beit Surik updates and legal notices regarding the points of the plan, which indicates
it is still underway.32

Epilogue: The Village Today
Resistance has never ceased in Beit Surik, whether in the form of the farmers’ defiant efforts to
reach their lands or the people’s direct resistance and fight against the colonizers. The name of
the village was not absent from the 2015 Jerusalem uprising either, when a martyr from Beit
Surik, Hammad Dakhil al-Sheikh, was killed by Zionist gunfire in Jerusalem after carrying out a
stabbing attack in 2016.

32 According to mayor of Beit Surik, Hussein al-Jamal, in a phone interview on June 21, 2020.

31 Hamdan, Hashem. “The Expansion of Mevaseret Zion Colony on the Lands of Beit Surik.” Arab48, June 13, 2018.
https://bit.ly/2UErmj6. 

30 A military Jordanian army base was built in 1948 on this hill and remained operational until its occupation in the war of 1967.
29 See note 11.

https://bit.ly/2UErmj6


The Old City of Jerusalem had always been the destination of Beit Surik’s people for medical
and educational services as well as their commercial transactions. But due to Israeli colonial
policies, the village has been geographically severed from Jerusalem and its Old City and
isolated with military checkpoints, the Wall and colonial roads, attached instead to another city:
Ramallah. Ramallah has become the commercial hub for the people of Beit Surik, and as an
elder from the village humorously put it: “The Dome of the Rock is now Ramallah’s Muqataa.”33

The economic landscape in Beit Surik today is one in which most of its people work in nearby
colonies, and some, as employees in Ramallah. The peach and plum production for which the
village was famed is still practiced, but to a very limited degree. Many organizations are active
in Beit Surik, including the Women’s Association of Beit Surik, the Beit Surik Sports Club and the
Beit Surik Association for Agricultural Development.

33 See note 5.


