
Beit Ijza
Introduction
Beit Ijza is situated in a small area among Jerusalem’s northwestern hills. This small village still
maintains its Palestinian rural architecture and features despite Zionist colonial encroachment,
embodied in the form of a concrete isolation wall and hostile colonies that disfigure the
landscape.

Location and Area
Beit Ijza is located 12 km northwest of the Old City of occupied Jerusalem. It is bordered by Beit
Duqqu and al-Jib to the north, Biddu to the south, Beit Anan and al-Qubeibah to the west and



al-Jib to the east. Beit Ijza is one of the smallest Jerusalem villages, with a land area of
approximately 2,500 donums.1

According to the administrative divisions of the Oslo Agreement, the lands of Beit Ijza are
classified as Areas B and C, at 6.7% and 93.3%, respectively.2

Origin and History
According to popular belief, the name of the village is derived from beit al-Jazaa or beit
al-Jizyah (House of Reward or Tribute). It is believed that it was a center for Jizyah collection, or,
according to other accounts, for tax collection in pre-Islamic times.3

It is believed that the roots of the village date to the pre-Roman era.4

Population
Beit Ijza has always had a low population density. In the 1920s and 1930s, it was inhabited by
some 50 to 60 people. Popular legend has it that its population never grew because every time
someone was born, another died.5

The village’s population numbers have not risen by much since then, as Beit Ijza is home to no
more than 800 Palestinians today.6

The original families of Beit Ijza are Diwan, Salem, Abu Kfaya and Mari.

The families who took refuge and settled in Beit Ijza during the Nakba in 1948 are: the al-Sheikh
family from the uprooted village of Salbit in the Ramleh area and the Abdel-Halim family from

6 As estimated by Mohammad Nimer Abu Kafyeh, Head of the Beit Ijza Association for Rural Development, in an interview
conducted on April 17, 2018.

5 According to Ahmad Diwan (b. 1942) from Beit Ijza during a phone interview on August 30, 2020.
4 See note 2.
3 See note 1.
2 “Beit Ijza Town Profile”, The Applied Research Institute – Jerusalem (ARIJ), 2012. دلیلقریةإجزابیت
1 “Beit Ijza” on Palestine Remembered, القدسقضاءإجزابیت - Bayt Ijza ( الذاكرةفيفلسطین-איג'זא)בית

http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Beit%20Ijza_Ar.pdf
http://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Bayt_Ijza_864/ar/index.html


the uprooted village of Khirbat al-Umur or in the Jerusalem area. Several families from the
neighboring village of Biddu also live in Beit Ijza, including al-Mansoura family.7

Social and Economic Context
In the past, families lived in small houses, some of which still stand in the village center or
what is today known as the old village. Most of these houses are abandoned, but some were
restored by the Riwaq Centre for Architectural Conservation. There was a square in the center of
the village, where people gathered, and which has become dilapidated with time. The village
gradually expanded, and some of the families grew and dispersed, leaving behind their houses
in the old village.

Historically, economic activity in Beit Ijza centered on rainfed agriculture, especially the
cultivation of grapes, which are particularly well-suited to the local topography and soil.
Vineyards proliferated in the village, and harvests reached dozens of tons, which were
seasonally sold in the Old City of Jerusalem. Besides grapes, Beit Ijza is known for its olives and
stone fruits, in addition to seasonal fruits and vegetables like cucumbers and tomatoes. As in8

the rest of Jerusalem’s northwestern villages, the residents of Beit Ijza, specifically the Diwan
and Kafya families, owned lands in Salbit in al-Ramleh district, where they cultivated grains
such as wheat, barley and Palestine vetch.

In the 20th century, irrigation relied chiefly on the main water spring in Beit Ijza, al-Shamiyah
spring, located in the north of the village. Some neighboring villages like Biddu resorted to this9

spring during particularly dry seasons, in addition to al-Mushabbah spring, west of the village.10

The villagers eventually dug wells by their homes for personal use.

Education
The villagers of Beit Ijza — males in particular — used to study in al-Qubeibah school, until a
primary school was built in the village in the 1960s. Students would then complete their
education at the King Ghazi School in Biddu.

10 According to Ahmad Yusef Badwan (b. 1950) from Biddu, in an interview conducted on February 23, 2020.
9 Today, al-Shamiyah spring lies on land confiscated from the village by the Occupation authorities for the construction of colonies.
8 See note 5.
7 Ibid.



Today, the Beit Ijza School for Boys and Girls teaches students up to the seventh grade. Boys
then continue their secondary education in neighboring villages like Biddu and Beit Duqqu,
while girls continue their education at the Umayyad High school, built in the village in the
1980s. The Umayyad School served as an educational center for neighboring villages like Biddu,
Beit Surik, Qatanna and al-Qubeibah, until a secondary school for girls was built in Qatanna.11

Alongside Qatanna school, the Umayyad school is still regarded as an educational hub for the
northwestern villages of Jerusalem, and it serves approximately 450 female students.

Landmarks
The Old Village

The old village is located in the center of Beit Ijza. It is believed to date back to the 11th century,
when Salah al-Din liberated Jerusalem from the Crusaders and ordered the establishment of a
terraced, walled town that included the village houses and a center for collecting crops (tax
levied on non-Christians and none-Jews living in Muslim lands).

11 See note 5.



Maqam al-Nabi Yousef

Located on a hill in the center of the village, Maqam al-Nabi Yousef is an Islamic shrine
attributed to the prophet Joseph. The shrine served as a mosque (al-Omari Mosque), which12

was abandoned when the new Tareq Bin Ziyad Mosque was built in the center of the village.
The shrine still stands today.

There are also several ancient caves on the outskirts of the village, such as the Humoud and
Abu Muammar caves.13

History of Resistance
The villagers of Beit Ijza played an active role in resisting British colonialism and the Zionist
movement. During the Great Palestinian Revolt (1936–1939), the village was known for resistance
fighters Mustafa Salem and Saleh Abdul-Halim, who joined al-Jihad al-Muqaddas (Army of the
Holy War) and fought in Jenin.14

One of the central battles of the 1948 war in which the people of Beit Ijza participated is the
battle of Beit Surik, owing to the villages’ geographic proximity. Beit Ijza also provided refuge15

for many families from villages that were uprooted and destroyed by the Zionist forces during
al-Nakba, including Khirbat al-Umur in the Jerusalem governorate.

During Jordanian rule and until the 1967 war, the Jordanian army stationed a battalion in the
center of the village and another in its southwest.

In 1967, the villagers of Beit Ijza, alongside the people of nearby villages like Biddu, sought
refuge for a few days in caves near the village, particularly the Humoud cave behind the village
and Abu Muammar cave in the north. The residents of neighboring villages then gathered in16

Beit Ijza for a few days to regroup before returning to their homes.17

17 See Note 10.
16 See note 14.
15 For more on the battle of Beit Surik, refer to our profile of Beit Surik.
14 See note 5.
13 See note 5.
12 Canaan, Taufik. Mohammedan saints and sanctuaries in Palestine, London, 1927, p 17.



In Beit Ijza’s more recent history of resistance, the village lost Zakaria Eid, who became known
as “the Martyr of the Wall.” Eid was killed in 2004 by Occupation forces, and so were two young
men from Beit Duqqu and Biddu, during confrontational protests against the construction of
the Annexation and Expansion Wall.18

Colonization
Like all Jerusalem villages, Beit Ijza suffers from Zionist colonial policies aimed at fragmenting
and isolating the village. These policies manifest in the seizure of land for the construction of
colonies and the Annexation and Expansion Wall.

Colonies

The first Zionist colonial efforts in Beit Ijza began in the early 1980s when the Israeli occupation
authorities seized some 168 donums from the village: nine donums to build parts of the Giv’at
Ze’ev colony, established in 1982, and 160 donums to build the Giv’on HaHadasha colony,
established in 1980.19

The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The Occupation authorities began constructing the Annexation and Expansion Wall in Beit Ijza
in 2003. By the time its construction was completed in 2007, it had spanned over 2km across the
village, thus isolating 980 donums of mostly agricultural land. This has hindered farmers from
accessing their lands, except during plough and harvest seasons, but only following a struggle
with a lengthy and exhausting series of procedures.20

Farmers are required to obtain permits from the Occupation authorities in order to traverse the
military gates installed specifically to block their entry. Oftentimes, during the peak of harvest
seasons, the Occupation authorities refuse to open the gates, under the guise of security
concerns.

Another stark example of the impact of colonial policies on the residents of Beit Ijza is the story
of Sabri Ghrayb and his children. Ghrayb’s house is adjacent to houses of the Giv’on HaHadasha
colony, and it is surrounded by the Wall and barbed wire on three sides. It is connected to the
rest of the village by a bridge that crosses the path of the Wall. Sabri built his house in the

20 Ibid.
19 See note 2.
18 See note 16.



1970s, before the establishment of the colony and its encroachment onto the land near his
home. The Occupation authorities attempted numerous schemes to deceive Sabri and eject
him from his home, including arrest, infringements on his daily life, physical attack by Zionist
colonists and attempts to bribe him with substantial sums of money.21

Sabri did not succumb to any of this harassment and remained steadfast in his home and on
his land until his passing. His children remain steadfast as well. Sabri had also rejected the
installation of an access gate in the Annexation Wall, insisting that the way to his home be
open to all visitors and the people of Beit Ijza.22

As a result of these policies of isolation and exclusion, Beit Ijza is added to the list of villages
whose cultural and historical ties to Jerusalem have been severed and reattached to Ramallah
instead. This separation from Jerusalem is a stark example of Zionist policies targeting the
Palestinian agricultural sector, as Jerusalem was historically the primary consumer of its rural
surrounding’s agricultural production. Reaching Beit Ijza from Jerusalem today requires
commuters to endure an arduous trip to Ramallah first, then to Biddu, and from there, to Beit
Ijza.

Epilogue
Despite the restrictions on Beit Ijza and the seizure of its lands, its residents maintain their
agricultural activity, especially the cultivation of olives, grapes, plums and almonds, despite a
relative wane in that sector and an increase in construction on village land.

The separation of Beit Ijza from its historical, social, and economic ties to Jerusalem, has
compelled a stronger connection to Ramallah, where most of the villagers take on jobs in the
ministries and institutions of the Palestinian Authority or in the construction sector. In addition
to Biddu, regarded as the hub of Jerusalem’s northwestern villages, Ramallah has become the
new economic and social hub for Beit Ijza, where people do their shopping and run their
errands.

22 Ibid.

21 Abu Eram, Amir. "Beit Ijza: Al-Bayt Wa Sakinooh Asra Al-Ihtilal Al-Israeli (Beit Ijza: The House and Its Residents, Prisoners of the
Israeli Occupation)," Al-Jazeera, January 30, 2017. https://www.aljazeera.net/news/alquds/2017/1/30/بیت-إجزا-البیت-وساكنوه-أسرى-االحتالل)

https://www.aljazeera.net/news/alquds/2017/1/30/

